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In England, long before that royal Mormon
King Henry VIII found out that monks were quacks,
And took their lands and money from the poor men,
And brought their abbeys tumbling at their backs,
There was a village founded by some Norman
Who levied on all travelers his tax; ‘
Nearby this hamlet was a monastery
Inhabited by a band of friars merry.
(“A Fable for Feasters”, 1-8)
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I
Standing upon the shore of all we know
We linger for a moment doubtfully,
Then with a song upon our lips, sail we
Across the harbor bar—no chart to show,
No light to warn of rocks which lie below,
But let us yet put forth courageously.

I

As colonists embarking from the strand
To seek their fortunes on some foreign shore
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Well know they lose what time shall not restore,
And when they leave they fully understand
That though again they see their fatherland
They there shall be as citizens no more.
([At Graduation 1905], st. 1-2)
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Song
The moonflower opens to the moth,
The mist crawls in from sea;
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A great white bird, a snowy owl,
Slips from the alder tree.

Whiter the flowers, Love, you hold,
Than the white mist on the sea;
Have you no brighter tropic flowers

With scarlet life, for me ?
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Before Morning
While all the East was weaving red with gray,
The flowers at the window turned toward dawn,
Petal on petal, waiting for the day,
Fresh flowers, withered flowers, flowers of dawn.

This morning’s flowers and flowers :)f yesterday
Their fragrance drifts across the room at dawn,
Fragrance of bloom and fragrance of decay,

Fresh flowers, withered flowers, flowers of dawn.
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Unreal City,
Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,
A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,
I had not thought death had undone so many.
Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,
And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
(The Waste Land, 1, 60-65.)
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Poems Written in Early Youth by T.S. Eliot (London, 1967).
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