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Scott Fitzgerald died suddenly of a heart attack (December 21,
1940) the day after he had written the first episode of Chapter
6 of his novel. The text which is given here is a draft made by
the author after considerable rewriting; but it is by no means a
finished version. In the margins of almost every one of the episodes,
Fitzgerald had written comments—a few of them are included
in the notes—which expressed his dissatisfaction with them or
indicated his ideas about revising them. His intention was to
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produce a novel as concentrated and as carefully constructed as The
Great Gatsby had been, and he would unquestionably have sharpened
the effect of most of these scenes as we have them by cutting and
by heightening of color....

The Last Tycoon is thus, even in its imperfect state, Fitzgerald's

most mature piece of work. (ix-x)
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He spoke and waved back as the people streamed by in the
darkness, looking, I suppose, a little like the Emperor and the Old
Guard. There is no world so but it has its heroes, and Stahr was the
hero. Most of these men had been here a long time—through the
beginnings and great upset, when sound came, and the three years
of depression, he had seen that no harm came to them. The old
loyalties were trembling now, there were clay feet everywhere; but
still he was their man, the last of princes. And their greeting was a
sort of low cheer as they went by. (27)
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He looked spiritual at times, but he was a fighter—somebody out of
his past knew him when he was one of a gang of kids in the Bronx,
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and gave me a description of how he walked always at the head
of his gang, this rather frail boy, occasionally throwing a command
backward out of the corner of his mouth. (15)
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Though Stahr’s education was founded on nothing more than a
night-school course in stenography, he had a long time ago run
ahead through trackless wastes of perception into fields where very
few men were able to follow him. (17-18)
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No, he wouldn't [get better], Baer thought.... He was due to die very
soon now. Within six months one could say definitely. What was
the use of developing the cardiograms? You couldn’t persuade a
man like Stahr to stop and lie down and look up at the sky for six
months. He would much rather die. (108)
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“Is this all? This frail half-sick person holding up the whole thing.”
(127)
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Under the moon the back lot was thirty acres of fairyland—
not because the location really looked like African jungles and
French chateaux and schooners at anchor and Broadway at night,
but because they look like the torn picture books of childhood, like
fragments of stories dancing in an open fire. I never lived in a house
with an attic, but a back lot must be something like that, and at
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night of course in an enchanted distorted way, it all comes true. (25)
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When she came close, his several visions of her blurred; she was
momentarily unreal. Usually a girl's skull made her real, but not
this time—Stahr continued to be dazzled as they danced out along
the floor—to the last edge, where they stepped through a mirror
into another dance with new dancers whose faces were familiar but
nothing more. (73)
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Both Jackson and Stahr... had limited educations and no inherited
social positions; but Jackson is considered the first presidential
model to represent the democratic ideal of birth from humble
circumstances, the experience of the American frontier, military
experience, belief in the common man, and devotion to democracy.
(Martin 147)
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...and presently the taxi turned down a long lane fragrant with
honeysuckle and narcissus, and stopped beside the great grey hulk
of the Andrew Jackson house. The driver turned around to tell us
something about it, but Wylie shushed him, pointing at Schwarz,
and we tiptoed out of the car.

“You can’'t get into the Mansion now,” the taxi man told us
politely.

Wylie and I went and sat against the wide pillars of the steps.

“What about Mr. Schwarz,” I asked. “Who is he?”

“To hell with Schwarz. He was the head of some combine once
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—First National? Paramount? United Artists? Now he’'s down and
out. But he'll be back. You can't flunk out of pictures unless you're a
dope or a drunk.”

“You don't like Hollywood,” I suggested.

“Yes I do. Sure I do. Say! This isn’'t anything to talk about on the
steps of Andrew Jackson’s house—at dawn.”....

Wylie stared at me with really flattering appreciation—and then
suddenly we were not alone. Mr. Schwarz wandered apologetically
into the pretty scene.

“I fell upon a large metal handle,” he said, touching the corner of
his eye.

Wylie jumped up.

“Just in time, Mr. Schwarz,” he said. “The tour is just starting.
Home of Old Hickory—America’s tenth president . The victor of
New Orleans, opponent of the National Bank, and inventor of the
Spoils System.” (10-12)

CZTT7YRY)a— - Jx 7Y b FELOE, BERFEDEVY
T TOEFEHE 2T IENLWERD T A ) — T b ol AR o
Y=—=Tbh\v, ¥ I—DHEEF7Z—NZ, LHdIoEEFNEE
DOHML LI ETLHHERN ZREEN TR T oV EA-TT=—
FRITEVETLZIALSV—IGESNTLEY)DOERS, [Vx 72V =T
VoTFEITU— | OVEBDOIRELLEEIDDTHS ). BIFHWORET
T4 ) =D fFZRNCLT [EH, Y7 —0HET V72, HEI0T7 AU A
HERERAGHE, HEBRL LORNL ) TZ] E—HEDIIRDY, Vv 7V
T HBFRE—T2MZ b, FIETTH LRI Y 7Y VIIEIRT
BB TRARHETH L, ZOTALY —DOMEZZ~Y—T 1 b Bikd
&L,

Wylie White's error in identifying Andrew Jackson as “America’
s tenth president” (he was actually seventh, 1829-37) suggests—
since I do not believe that Fitzgerald made an error in the number
or the dates—that Americans have lost a sense of self and direction
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concerning their own past. (Martin 150)
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[Stahr] turned to Boxley: “Mike’s a gag man—he was out here when
I was in the cradle. Mike, show Mr. Boxley a double wing, clutch,
kick and scram.”

“Here?” asked Mike.

“Here.”

“There isn't much room. I wanted to ask you about—"

“There’s a lot of room.”

“Well,” he looked around tentatively. “You shoot the gun.”

Miss Doolan’s assistant, Kathy, took a paper bag, blew it open.

“It was a routine,” Mike said to Boxley, “—back in the Keystone
days.” He turned to Star: “Does he know what a routine is?”

“It means an act,” Stahr explained. “Georgie Jessel talks about
‘Lincoln’s Gettysburg routine. “
Kathy poised the neck of the blown-up bag in her mouth. Mike
stood with his back to her. (33)
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Coming out of the private dining room, they passed through a
corner of the commissary proper. Prince Agge drank it in—eagerly.
It was gay with gypsies and with citizens and soldiers, with the
sideburns and braided coats of the First Empire. From a little
distance they were men who lived and walked a hundred years ago,
and Agge wondered how he and the men of his time would look as
extras in some future costume picture.

Then he saw Abraham Lincoln, and his whole feeling suddenly
changed. He had been brought up in the dawn of Scandinavian
socialism when Nicolay’s biography was much read. He had been
told Lincoln was a geat man whom he should admire, and he hated
him instead, because he was forced upon him. But now seeing him
sitting here, his legs crossed, his kindly face fixed on a forty-cent
dinner, including dessert, his shawl wrapped around him as if to

protect himself from the erratic air-cooling—now Prince Agge, who
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was in America at last, stared as a tourist at the mummy of Lenin
in the Kremlin. This, then, was Lincoln. Stahr had walked on far
ahead of him, turned waiting for him—but still Agge stared.

This, then, he thought, was what they all meant to be.

Lincoln suddenly raised a triangle of pie and jammed it in his
mouth, and, a little frightened, Prince Agge hurried to join Stahr.
(48-49)
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“This is no phoney, Monroe. [The orangutan] can talk and it's a dead
ringer for McKinley. Mr. Horace Wickersham is with me here with
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a picture in his hand—" (83)
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It marked millions of people—inwardly—for the rest of their lives.
Not only because they or their friends lost jobs, saw their careers
broken, had to change their whole way of living, were gnawed at
by a constant lurking fear of worse things yet, and in all too many
cases actually went hungry; but because what was happening to
them seemed without rhyme or reason. Most of them had been
brought up to feel that if you worked hard and well, and otherwise
behave yourself, you would be rewarded by good fortune. Here
were failure and defeat and want visiting the energetic along with
the feckless, the able along with the unable, the virtuous along with
the irresponsible. They found their fortunes interlocked with those
of great numbers of other people in a pattern complex beyond
their understanding, and apparently developing without reason or
justice.... As time went on there was a continuing disposition among
Americans old and young to look with a cynical eye upon the old
Horatio Alger formula for success; to be dubious about taking
chances for ambition’s sake; to look with a favorable eye upon a safe
if unadventurous job, social insurance plans, pension plans. They
had learned from bitter experience to crave security. (Allen 148-
149)
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I have now at last become a writer only. The man I had persistently
tried to be became such a burden that I have ‘cut him loose” with
as little compunction as a Negro lady cuts loose a rival on Saturday
night.... The old dream of being an entire man in the Goethe-
Byron-Shaw tradition, with an opulent American touch, a sort of
combination of J. P. Morgan, Topham Beauclerk and St Francis
Assisi, has been relegated to the junk heap of the shoulder pads
worn for one day on the Princeton freshman field and overseas cap
never worn overseas... (“Handle with Care” 153)
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...the sign Cave Canem is hung permanently just above my door. I
will try to be a correct animal though, and if you throw me a bone
with enough meat on it I may lick your hand. (“Handle” 154)
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Here I can make the best situation by an opening paragraph in
which I can tell the reader that Cecilia’s story ends here and that
what is told now was a situation discovered by the writer himself
and pieced together from what he learned in a small town in
Oklahoma, from a municipal judge. That the incidents occurred one
month after the plane fell and plunged Stahr and all its occupants
into a white darkness. (155)
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I look out it—and I think it is the most beautiful history in the
world. It is the history of me and of my people.... It is the history
of all aspiration—not just the American dream but the human
dream and if I came at the end of it that too is a place in the line of
pioneers. (Notebooks 372)
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