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“The Deep Pain That Is Reserved for the Strong”—Three Liars in F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s Works and the True Meaning of Their Lies—
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He went to East in February with the intention of selling out his
laundries and settling in New York—but the war came to America
in March and changed his plans. He returned to the West, handed
over the management of the business to his partner, and went into
the first officers’ training-camp in late April. He was one of those
young thousands who greeted the war with a certain amount of relief,
welcoming the liberation from webs of tangled emotion. (“Winter”
143)
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Almost five years! There must have been moments even that
afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams—not through her
own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone
beyond her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a
creative passion, adding to it all the time, decking it out with every



bright feather that drifted his way. No amount of fire or freshness can
challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart. (Gatsby 75)
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“I don’t think she [Daisy] ever loved him [Tom]... Of course she might
loved him, just for a minute, when they were first married—and loved
me more even then... In any case,..it was just personal.” (Gatsby 118-
119)
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They marry similar men. Anticipating Tom Buchanan, Lud Simms “has
gone pieces”; “he drinks and runs around.” Buchanan may be more
bigoted and brutal, yet Simms too “treats [his wife] like the devil.
Ironically, Judy no less than Daisy, loves and forgives her reprobate
husband, though only Judy becomes domestic and faded in the
process. (Kuehl 64-65)
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“... I can’t understand how a man like Lud Simms could fall madly in
love with her, but he did... Lots of women faded just like that...You
must have seen it happen. Perhaps I've forgotten how pretty she was
at her wedding. I've seen her so much since then, you see. She has

nice eyes.” (“Winter” 145)
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And as the moon rose higher the inessential houses began to melt
away until gradually I became aware of the old island here that
flowered once for Dutch sailors’ eyes—a fresh, green breast of
the new world. Its vanished trees, the trees that had made way
for Gatsby’s house, had once pandered in whispers to the last and
greatest of all human dreams; for a transitory enchanted moment man
must have held his breath in the presence of this continent, compelled
into an aesthetic contemplation he neither understood nor desired,
face to face for the last time in history with something commensurate
to his capacity for wonder.

And as I sat there, brooding on the old unknown world, I thought of
Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end
of Daisy’s dock. (Gatsby 140-141)
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A maudlin exultation filled him. Not easily ever again would he be
able to put an abstraction before the necessities of his ease and pride.
An invisible line had been crossed... Hitherto such phenomena as
“crazy” ambitions and petty shames and fears had been but private
reservations, unacknowledged before the throne of his official soul.
Now he realized unconsciously that his private reservations were
himself—and all the rest a garnished front and a conventional flag.
(“Absolution” 167)

FIHO AN ] 13V V70 M8 HEOMMIEAT RS 0],
DFDRIWEAINET THVWTEXEOHE LS L) I THERMES
FRTHGHEHS] [R5, [ZoMod 033 XTEBZITOHMi) T
HY., HEHEOHANIHERVWERE] 2072, ZIIENSHADZER
RO L Vo HEMME 2 I v, 222D DO 53
LI LISV, 2O LTV RV 7 THICH Zh—fEmz] 5L,



12

BOWEZZNIZZ [EHFZIEINT) 2 bVORGE] 2H2 50T
%éo

ZNTIE— AT, WEA 5 MMM A2 SN ZITEM PRS-
ENDLOD VEMDI T4y 7 AL THEINRE [EEM] 2 K54
LD ) I O FEZHIT 5 &, ZOMPPYNrEIND Z LIk
%o

“Look here—" He came nearer to Rudolph, but the boy drew away,
so Father Schwartz went back and sat down in his chair, his eye
dried out and hot. “Did you ever see an amusement park?”

“No, Father.”

“Well, go and see an amusement park.” The priest waved his hand
vaguely. “It’'s a thing like a fair, only much more glittering. Go to one
at night and stand a little way off from it in a dark place—under
dark trees. You'll see a big wheel made of lights turning in the air,
and a long slide shooting boats down into the water. A band playing
somewhere, and a smell of peanuts—and everything will twinkle. But
it won't remind you of anything, you see. It will all just hang out there
in the night like a coloured balloon—like a big yellow lantern on a
pole.”

Father Schwartz froned as he suddenly thought of something.

“But don't get up close.” he warned Rudolph, “because if you do you'll
only feel the heat and the sweat and the life.” (“Absolution” 170-171)
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He sat there, half terrified, his beautiful eyes open wide and staring at
Father Schwartz. But underneath his terror he felt that his own inner
convictions were confirmed. There was something ineffably gorgeous
somewhere that had nothing to do with God. He no longer thought
that God was angry at him about the original lie, because He must
have understood that Rudolph had done it to make things finer in the
confessional, brightening up the dinginess of his admissions by saying
a thing radiant and proud. (“Absolution” 171)
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His parents were shiftless and unsuccessful farm people—his imagination
had never really accepted them as his parents at all. The truth was
that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, sprang from his Platonic
conception of himself. He was a son of God—a phrase which, if it means
anything, means just that—and he must be about His Father’s Business,
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the service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty. So he invented
just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a seventeen year old boy would be
likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful to the end...
Each night he added to the pattern of his fancies until drowsiness
closed down upon some vivid scene with an oblivious embrace. For a
while these reveries provided an outlet for his imagination; they were
a satisfactory hint of the unreality of reality, a promise that the rock
of the world was founded securely on a fairy's wing. (Gatsby 76-77)
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It is not surprising that as he matures, he perceives the horror of
Father Schwartz's own vision. He cannot, therefore, remain calm and
brave—he panics in the face of the priest’s craziness—and he runs
from the study; he does not recognize that he will have to live with
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horror in a state of continual non-absolution. (Malin 215)
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The gates were closed, the sun was gone down, and there was no
beauty but the grey beauty of steel that withstands all time. Even the
greif he could have borne was left behind in the country of illusion, of
youth, of the richness of life, where his winter dreams had flourished.
(“Winter” 145)
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1 Lehan (65) &M,

2 [SoOBL] TEVIEVISE/TTIvF T+ —F - =3IV
(Bratchford Sarnemington) %258 %4 L. HHOH LWIH %
BELTWSAY (“Absolution” 162-163). Z1iE [Fr v —] I8
WTY 2 A DX - Fry v VPENRT oA - FryE—Lw) 5%k
AMLHOOMHAZGE LD LELHKETH S,

3 HELDBENLHEND LD, 22 TRED—D2ELTT—H— M-
a2l ¥y Y x—, Jr. (Arthur M. Sckesinger, Jr.) @ [T X ) H D
B4 7 )] (The Cycles of American Hiostory 1986) % Z81FTH <,
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