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A STUDY OF THE SIGNIFICATION OF
“KAGE” IN THE SHINKAGE-RYU

Jun-ichi Kato

The SHINKAGE-RYU—one of the Kendo schools—was founded
by Hidetsuna Kamiizumi who had been influenced by the KAGE-
RYU. He wrote letters (KAGE-MOKUROKU) to Muneyoshi
Yagyu in 1566. In each of these letters, he erased the term “f&”
(kage) and wrote in “&"” (kage).

The purpose of this study is to clarify how the characters “j&”
and “$ " were used in the early years of the SHINKAGE-RYU.

The summories are as follows.

1. There are two significations in the term kage. One of
them is “f&” (shade) ; it means the hidden part (invisible).
The other is “#” (shadow); and it means something
which cuts off the direct rays of light.

2. People had a tendency to favor “ mind technique ” in each
of the schools when they practiced Kendo in the éarly
stages. But in the following age of civil strife, they had
to tendency to favor “actual fighting technique.” In other
words, the hidden “mind technique” became the visibie
“fighting technique”; so “f&” came to be “g&.”

3. When Kamiizumi first wrote “f&,” it was “ mind techni-
que” time just as it was in the other schools. But when
he finished writing the letters, it had became *fighting
technique ” time.

My conclusion is that he changed the character to “ " because
of social influences.
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