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Preface SymbolandLife

Themostcommonlyaccepteddefinitionofahumanbeingin
thephnosophicalthinkingofthiscenturyisthathumanbeings
areakindofanimal that lives inandbyasystemofsymbols.
Inaccordancewiththisdefinition,ErnstCassirermadeitclear

thatany6eldofculturalactivitiesofhumanbeingsisorganized
asasymbolicfbrm.') Butbydoingthis,Cassirerat thesame
timebroughtittolightthatbeingculturalmeansbeingunnatu-
ral. Bysymbolshumanbeingsbecomecultural, therefbre
human,butbysymbolsalsotheyareseparatedfiFomnature.
Symbolsarenowgenerallyconsideredtobethenecessary

means fbrhumanbeings tohaveculture, but thesignifying
powerofsymbolsisnot thoughttobebasedonnatureorany
universalreality,butonsymbolsthemselves iftheyarerelated
eachotherasasvstem. This ideaofsvmbol seems tohave

~′ ~′

originatedinFerdinanddeSaussure's thought. Saussure
consideredtheessenceoflanguageasasystemofarbitrary
signsonwhichisbasedtheviewoftheworldofthosewhouse



4

that language. TohimGarbitrary'meansnothingotherthan
Gunnatural' or :notbasedonnature'. What thosearbitrary

signs signilyarerelativeaccordingtothesystemtheyfbrm.
Externalthingsandideaswhichwethinkexistinthemselvesare
actuallyaproductofthisnon-substantialsystemofsigns,and
therefbrearealsonon-substantia1.2)

QUiteunliketheconceptofsymbol inthetwentiethcentury
philosophicalthought, that inthethinkingofthephilosophers
oftheromanticperiod, especiallythatofSamuelTaylorCole-
ridge,wasessentiallyconnectedwithnatureandtherealityof
theuniverse. Explainingthenatureofsymbol,Coleridgesays:

...aSymbolischaracterizedbyatranslucenceoftheSpecial
inthelndividualoroftheGeneral intheEspecialorofthe
Universal intheGeneral. Aboveallbythetranslucenceof
theEternalthroughandintheTemporal ltalwayspartakes
oftheRealitywhichit renders intelligible; andwhile it
enunciates thewhole) abides itselfasalivingpart inthat

Unity)ofwhichit istherepresentative.
(CollectedWorks 6, LaySermons, TheStatesman's
Manual,p.30)

Accordingtothisexplanation, theessenceoftheexpressionby
symbolcanbelbrmulatedasthepresenceofthegreaterinthe
lesser. Sointhisfbrmulaofexpressionsymbolscanexpressthe
eternalanduniversalrealityinthehumanintelligence.
Thenhowcanasymbolhavesuchpowerofexpression？Also
accordingtotheexplanationcitedabove,asymbol (enunciates
thewhole'byabiding@itselfasalivingpart inthatUnity)of
whichit is therepresentative'. Thismeans thatapartcan
representthewhole, ifit is (alivingpart'ofthewhole. Sofbr
asymbol tohavethepowerofexpression, itmustbealiving
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partofthewholesystemofsymbols,whilethesystemmustbe
aunityofthelivingparts) i.e.,anorganicunity.
Coleridgemusthaveworkeduptothisideaoflivingsymbol

inhis inquiry intotheessenceofpoetic language. Earlier
aroundl800whenheconcentrateduponmetaphysicalspecula-
tionsinhisawarenessofhisdecliningpoeticspirit,hewroteto
WilliamGodwinconcerningwhathethought tobehis ideal
language:

Iwishyoutowriteabookonthepowerofwords, andthe
processesbywhichhumanfbelingsfbrmaffinitieswiththem
-inshort, IwishyoutophilosophizeHorneTooke'sSystemフ
andtosolvethegreatQUestions-whethertherebereasonto
hold, that anactionbearingall the semblanceofpre-
designingConsciousnessmayyet be simplyorganic) and
whetheraseriesofsuchactionsarepossible andcloseon
theheelsofthisquestionwouldfbnowtheold@IsLogicthe
EssenceofThinking?' inotherwords-Isthinkingimpossible
withoutarbitraryslgns？and howfaristheword‘arbitraryフ
amlsnomer？Arenotwordsetc・partsandgerminationsof
theplant?WhatistheLawoftheirGrowth? Insomething
ofthisorderlwouldendeavortodestrovtheoldantithesisof

〃

WordsandThings,elevating,asitwere,wordsintoThings,
andlivingThingstoo.AllthenOnsenseofvibrationsetc.yOu
wouldofcoursedismiss.

(CollectedLetters, I,pp. 625-6)

ToColeridge, theessenceofthinkingmustbesomethingother
thanlogicwhichheseemstothinkdependsoncarbitrarysigns' .
Sofbrtheessential thinkingtodevelop, suchmeansaswords
elevatedtolivingthingsarenecessary.Words, ifliving,must
surelyhave the lawofgrowthoftheirownlike @partsand
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germinationsoftheplant', andgroworganicallywiththe
developmentoftheessentialthinking.Andifsuchlivingwords
arehisideal language, it iscertainthatColeridgesawthetrue
realizationofit inthepoemsofMiltonandShakespeare.

Iwaswontboldlvtoafnrm， that itwouldbescarcelvmore
~ノ~ J ~ノ

difficulttopushastoneoutfifomthepyramidswiththebare
hand, thantoalteraword, orthepositionofaword, in
MiltonorShakspeare, (intheirmost importantworksat
least,)withoutmakingtheauthor saysomethingelse, or
somethingworse, thanhedoessay.

(CollectedWorks7,BiographiaLiteraria, I,p. 23)

Inthisstateoflanguage,awordisalivingpa'、tofthewhole
whichthenisanorganicunity. Aword, ifgivenlifband
elevatedtoalivingthing,canbeasymbolwhichexpressesthe
truthoftheuniverse・ Thenwhatgivesli企toasymbol？

1. LifeandImagination

FirstofallwemustconsiderwhatColeridgethought isthe
relationofsymbolwiththemind. Whatpowerofthemind
pl､oducessvmbols？Coleridge，sansweris‘imagination，,because
1maglnatlonls:

thatreconcilingandmediatorypower,whichincorporating
theReasoninlmagesoftheSense, andorganizing(as it
were) theHuxoftheSensesbythepermanenceandselfL
circlingenergiesoftheReason, givesbirthtoasystemof
symbols,harmoniousinthemselves,andconsubstantialwith
thetruths,ofwhichtheyaretheconductors.
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(CollectedWorks 6, LaySermons,TheStatesman's，

Manual,p. 29)

Toproducesymbols, imaginationmustbeenergizedbyreason,
but, toorganizetheHuxofthesenses, theenergiesofreason
musthaveitsownfbrmofworking. Coleridgecallsreason:the
fbrmafbrmans',whichhesavs <contains initselfthelawofits

〃 ~’

ownconceptiong.')

Reason, inthehighestsenseoftheterm,asthefbcalpointof
theTheoricandPractical，orasbothinone, istheSourceof
Ideasandconverselv,anideaisaselfafflrmingTruthatonce
theoricandpractical,whichtheReasonpresentstoitself,as
afbrmofitself.

(CollectedWorks 6, LavSermons,TheStatesman's
Manual,AppendixC,p. 61,fn.)

It is :ideas' that reasonpresents toitselfasafbrmofitself.
Reasonhasanenergywhichacts inthefbrmofideas. So
naturanyideasareenotmerelyfbrmalbutdynamic',and:every
principle isactualizedbyanidea; andeveryidea is living,
productive,partakethofinfinity,and(asBaconhassublimely
observed)containethanendlesspowerofsemination' .2) Cole-
ridgefUrtherexplainsthenatureofanidea:

...that...whichisaneductofthelmaginationactuatedby
thepureReason, towhichthereneither isorcanbean
adequatecorrespondentintheworldofthesenses thisand
thisalone is =ANIDEA. Whether ldeasareregulative
only, accordingtoAristotleandKant; or likewiseCON-
STITUTIVE,andwiththepowerandLifbofNature,accord-
ingtoPlato,orPlotinus...isthehighestproblemofPhiloso-
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phy,

(CollectedWorks 6, LaySermons, TheStatesman's
Manual,AppendixE,pp. 113-4)

Thenitmustbethat imagination， actuatedbyreasoninthe
fbrmoflivingideas, educes ideasandproduCesasystemof
symbolswiththelivingpowerofconstitutiveideasbyGincorpor-
atingtheReasoninlmagesoftheSense, andorganizingthe
HuxoftheSenses',andsymbolsthusproducedmustbe:harmo-
nious inthemselves, andconsubstantialwiththe truths, of
whichtheyaretheconductors' . Thisproductionofsymbolsby
imaginationisexactlytherealizationoftheessenceofsVmbolic
expressionfbrmulatedas thepresenceofthegreater inthe
lesser,becauseherethetruths (=thegreater)arepresentedin
theorganizedHuxofthesensesor <Imagesofthesense' (=the
lesser).Andsuchexpressionismadepossiblebysymbolsbeing
producedasasystem. Thesystemmustsurelybeanorgani-
callyunitedwhole, because symbols areorganizedby the
energiesofreason,andinsymbolsareincorporatedreasonin
thefbrmoflivingideas.Therefbreeachsymbol @abidesitselfas
alivingpart inthatUnity,ofwhichit istherepresentative'.
Thisproductionofsymbolsbyimagination, i.e､, symbOliC

expressionフ isalsoexactlytheprocessofwhatColeridgethinks
tobetheessenceofthinking.Aswehaveseeninhis letterto
Godwin, theessential thinkingcannotbedevelopedby:arbi-
trarysigns'onwhichlogicdepends,butby(wordselevatedinto
livingthingg. Coleridge'sdistinctionofreasonandunderstand-
ingwouldmakethematterclearer.

...ReasonistheknowledgeofthelawsoftheWholeconsid-
eredasOne: andassuchit iscontradistinguishedfromthe
Understanding,whichconcerns itselfexclusivelywiththe
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quantities,qualities,andrelationsofparticularsintimeand
space. TheUnderstanding, therefbre, is the scienceof
phaenomena, andtheir subsumptionunderdistinctkinds
andsorts,(genusandspecies)Itsiimctionssupplytherules
andconstitutethepossibilityofExperience;butremainmere
logical fbrms, exceptas iarasmaterialsaregivenbythe
sensesorsensations. TheReason,ontheotherhand,isthe
scienceoftheuniversal, havingthe ideasofOnenessand
Allnessas itstwoelementsorPrimaryfactors.

(CollectedWorks 6, LaySermons,TheStatesman's
Manual,AppendixC,pp. 59-60)

Whilelogic,whichiscarriedonwitharbitrarysigns, ismerely
thefbrmofunderstandingthatexclusivelydealswithphenom-
ena,thinkingwhichdevelopswiththegrowthoflivingwords, i.
e.,withtheproductionofsymbolsbyimagination,willhavean
essentialrelationwithreasonasthescienceoftheuniversal,and

beledbyitspower tothetruthsoftheuniverse. Coleridge
filrtherexplainsthepowerofreasoninrelationtoreligionand
dutv:

. ..Reasonas the scienceofAll as theWhole,must be

interpenetratedbyaPower,thatrepresentstheconcentration
ofAll inEach-aPower that acts byacontractionof
universal truths intoindividualduties, as theonlyfbrmin
whichthosetruthscanattainlifeandreality. Nowthis is

Religion,whichistheExecutiveofournature, andonthis
account thenameofhighestdignity) andthe symbol of
sovereignty.

(CollectedWorks 6, LaySermons, TheStatesman's
Manual,AppendixC,p. 64)
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Herereligionisconsideredtobethesameinnatureassvmbolic
~'~

expressionfbrmulatedas thepresenceofthegreater inthe
lesser,because,accordingtothisexplanation,inreligionuniver-
sal truths(=thegreater)arecontractedintoindividualduties

(=the lesser)byanactionofapowerwhichinterpenetrates
reason. Sothispowermust surelycomefifomlifb. Inreligion,
symbolicexpressionattainsitshighestdegree, fbrthecontrac-
tionofuniversaltruthsbythispoweri;theonlylbrminwhich
thosetruthscanattainlifbandreality'. Hence:

＝

. . . inallagesandcountriesofcivilizationReligionhasbeen
theparentandfbstereroftheFineArts,asofPoetry,Music,
Painting, etc. thecommonessenceofwhichconsists ina
similarunionoftheUniversalandthelndividual. Inthis
unlon,moreover, iscontainedtruesenseoftheldeal.
(CoHectedWorks 6, LaySermons, TheStatesman's
Manual,AppendixC,p.62)

11． LifeasthePowerandProcessofExpression

FromwhatColeridge saysabout symbol andthemental
powerrelatedtosymbol, it isclearthat thereat thebaseof
Coleridge's ideaofsymbolicexpressionishis insight intolifb.
Toexpressthetruthsoftheuniverse,asymbolmustbeliving,
andtherefbresymbolsmustconstituteanorganicunity. Imagi-
nationwhichproduces symbolsmustalsobealivingpower
aCtuatedbyreasoninthefbrmoflivingideas.
Thenwemust inquireintowhatColeridgethinkstobethe

essenceoflifb. Inhis乃eoZyqfL", aftercriticizingvarious
definitionsoflifbdonebyothersasincomprehensive,Coleridge
triestopresenthisowndefinition:
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． ． . themostcomprehensivefbrmulatowhichlifbisreducible,
wouldbethatoftheinternalcopulaofbodies,or(ifwemay
venturetoborrowaphrasefomthePlatonicschool) the
powerwhichdiscloses itselffifomwithinasaprincipleof
unityinthemany.But...,Ishouldatthesametimehave
borrowedascholasticterm,anddefinedlifeabsolutely,asthe
principleofunityinmulteity,asfarasthefbrmer, theunity
towit, isproducedabintra;buteminently(sensueminenti),
Idefinelifbas theprinCipleofindividuation, orthepower
whichunitesagivenall intoawholethatispresupposedby
all itsparts. The link that conbines the two) andacts
throughoutboth,will)ofcourse,bedefinedbythetendency
toindividuation.

(TheorvofLiたう inW.G.T・Shedd,ed.,TheComplete
WorksofSamuelTaylorColeridge [7vols;NewYork,
1871], I,pp386-7)

Fromthisdefinition,wecanseethatColeridgeconsiderslifeas
nothingotherthanthepowerwhichmakessymbolicexpression
possible. Thepoweroflilbworksdisclosingitselffromwithin
asaprincipleofindividuation、 theunificationofall intoa
whole. ItisaselfLexpressivepower,andifthispowerexpresses
itselfasaprincipleofunityintheprocessoftheproductionof
symbols, itwill interpenetrateintoreasonwhichis {thescience
oftheuniversal,havingtheideasofOnenessandAllnessasits
twoelement3,and,bygivinglifetotheseideas,energizeimagi-
nationintoalivingpowerofuniting:agivenall intoawhole
thatispresupposedbyall itspartg<togivebirthtoasystemof
symbols, harmonious inthemselves, andconsubstantialwith
thetruths>ofwhichtheyaretheconductors'.
Seeinglifeatthebaseofsymbolicexpression,Coleridgeseems

tohaveplacedtheactsofimaginationinthebroadercontextof
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natureandtheuniverse. ThenhowdoesColeridgethinkthe

natureofthepowerofli丘express itselfinnature？

BylifEIeverywheremeanthetrueldeaofLifセフorthatmost
general fbrmunderwhichLifbmanifbsts itselftous,which
includesaUitsotheI･ fbrms. This lhavestatedtobethe

tendencytoindividuation, andthedegreesor intensitiesof
Lifbtoconsistintheprogressiverealizationofthistendency.

(TheoryofLife,op.cit., I,p391)

Lifbexpressesitselfindegreesaccordingtotherealizationofthe
tendencyto individuation. There is aprogressiveorder in
naturewhichconsistsintheintensitiesoflifb. Coleridgecon-
sidersgoldandtheothernOblemetalsas inthelowestdegree
ofthis tendency, becauseinthem(ofthetwocounteracting
tendenCiesofnature', i.e., detachment andattachment, the
lattersubsists @inthegreatestoverbalanceoverthefbrmer. It
is the fbrmofunitywiththe leastdegreeof tendency to
individuation'.')

Thesecondstepis <thevarious fbrmsofcrystalsasaunion，
notofpowersonly)butofparts' inwhichtherefbreGthesimplest
fbrmsoftotality' are involvedaswell as themereunityof
powersseeninthefirststep､2)Thethirdstepisseeninthevast
fbrmationsofsedimentaryrockwhichColeridgeregardsas :the
residueandproductofvegetableandanimal life'andalsoas
EmanifestatingthetendenciesoftheLifbofNaturetovegetation
andanimali"ation'.3) Andthen:

InthelOwest fbl､msofthevegetableandanimalworldwe
perceivetotalitydawningintoindividuation,whileinman,as
thehighestoftheclass, theindividualityisnotonlyperfected
initscorporeal sense, butbeginanewseriesbeyondthe
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appropriatelimitofphysiology.
(TheoryofLife,op.cit., I,p.390)

Thus

.. . , theindividuationmustbeatendencytotheultimate
productionofthehighestandmostcomprehensiveindividu-
ality.ThismustbetheonegreatendofNatuI、e,herultimate
productionofthehighestandmostcomprehensiveindividu-
ality.ThismustbetheonegreatendofNature,herultimate
object, orbywhateverotherwordwemaydesignatethat
somethingwhichbearstoafinalcausethesamerelationthat
natul、eherselfbearstotheSupremelnteUigence.

(Ibid.,p.391)

Thepoweroflifbexpress itself innature, accordingtothe
intensityofindividuatiOn,asatendencytotheultimateproduc-
tionof thehighestdegreeof individuality. This ultimate
productionis thegreatendofnature, i.e､, nature'sultimate
object,whoserelationtoafinalcauseisthesameastherelation
ofnatureherselftothesupremeintelligence・ Sobythepower
oflifbnaturepresentstoherselfherultimateproductbywhose
relationtothefinalcausesheexpressesherownrelationtothe
supremeintelligence.
Lifeis, thus) thedynamicprocessofnaturetheessenceof

whichis theexpressionineachstageofthetendencytothe
ultimateproductionofindividuality. Coleridgethenaskswhat
themostgeneral lawofthis tendency iswhichcauses this
dynamism, andanswers @polarity, or theessentialdualismof
Nature,arisingoutofitsproductiveunity,andstmtendingto
rea伍rmit, eitherasequilibrium, indiffbrence,oridentity'.4)
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Lifb...weconsiderasthecopula,ortheunityofthesisand
antithesis,positionandcounterposition,-Lifbitselfbeingthe
positiveofboth;as)ontheotherhand,thetwocounterpoints
arethenecessarvconditionsofthemanifbstationsofLifb.

ノ~

(TheOryofLifb,op.cit. , I,p.392)

Accordingtothisviewoflifeinunityandpolarity,ColeridJ
goesontothinkthatwhileinthemechanicsystemthereare
only@therelationsofunproductiveparticlestoeachother', in
lifb6thetwocomponentcounter-powersactuallyinterpenetrate
eachother, andgenerateahigher third) includingboththe
fbrmer'.5) Sohesees thoselastandhighest threepowersof
inorganicnature, i.e., themagnetic, electric) andchemical
powers,expressthemselvesinanorganicbodyCasreproduction
(i.egrowthandidentityofthewhole,amidthechanJorHux
ofalltheparts), irritabilityandsensibility'.6)Thosepowerscan
bevitalprinciplesonlyinsofaras theyexpress themselvesas
somethingofhigherdignitybyproducinganorganicunity.
Coleridgedeniestheideathatavitalprincipleworks&something
inthesamemannerasthesteambecomesthemechanicpower
ofthesteam-engine, inconsequenceofitscompressionbythe
steam-engine'ﾌ7) andsays:

. . . thishypothesis is asdirectlyopposed tomyviewas
supcrventionis toevolution, inasmuchas lholdtheorga-
nizedbodvitselfinanitsmarvellouscontexture、 tobethe

′ ノ

PRODUCTandrepresentantofthepowerwhichishere
supposedtohavesupervenedtoit.

(TheoryofLifも,op.cit., I,p.401)

Theorganizedbody isnot lifb itselfbut theproduct and
exponentofitsevolvingpower. Sowhatismoreessentialtothis
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powerasavitalprincipleistheproccssofitsexpressingactivity
torealize fifomwithinsomethingofhigherdegree innature,
withtheorganizedbodyonlyasthemeansandresultofthis
activity. TheprincipleofthisprocessColeridgeexplainsagain
as <theunceasingpolarityoflifb,asthefbrmofitsprocess,and
its tendencytoprogressive individuationas the lawof its
direction'､8）

Then, accordingtothisprinciple,Coleridgetracestheprog-
ressofnaturefromCtherequisiteandonlyservicablefiction'of
GtherepresentationofCHAOSasthevasthomogeneousdrop'､9）

Inthissenseitmaybejustified,asanappropriatesymbolof
thegreat fi'ndamentaltruththatallthingsspringhom,and
subsist in, theendless strifebetween indiffErenceand

〃

diffbrence・ ThewholehistoryofNatureiscomprisedinthe
specificationofthetransitional states fifomtheonetothe
other. Thesymbolonlyisfictitious: thethingsignifiedisnot
onlygroundedintruth-itisthelawandactuatingprinciple
ofallothertruths,whetherphysicalorintellectual.

(TheoryofLife,op.cit.,I,p.401)

FromthebeginninglifEcontains initsprinciplethepossibility
ofexpressinginnaturethetruthsofthecreationintheuni-
verse. AndthiscontinuestoCthat lastwork, inwhichNature
didnot assist ashandmaidunder theeyeofher soverein
Master,whomadeManinhisownimage, bysuperadding
selfLconsciousnesswithselfgovernment,andbreathedintohim
alivingsou1'.10)
It is inmanthatnaturerealizes thehighestdegreeoflifE、
Andit is initshighestdegreethat lifbexpress itselfas self
consciousnessinwhichisthepresenceofthesupremebeing・ In
manasaselfconsciousbeing, nature :begins anewseries
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beyondtheappropriatelimitsofphysiology'. Butstill itcanbe
seenasaprocessofnature,thehighestattainmentofthepower
oflifbinnature. So:

Inmanthecentripetalandindividualizingtendencyofall
Natureisitselfconcentredandindividualized-heisarevela-

tionofNaturel...Nordoesthelbrmofpolarity,whichhas

accompaniedthelawofindividuationuptoitswholeassent,
desertithere....Astheindependence,somustbetheservice

andthesubmissiontotheSupremeWill!Astheidealgenius

and theoriginality, inthe sameproportionmust be the
resignation to the realworld, the sympathyand inter-
communionwithNature. Intheconciliatingmid-point, or

equator,doestheManlive､andonlybyitsequalpresencein
bothitspolescanthatlifebemanifbsted.

(TheoryofLifE,op.cit, I,p412)

ConclusionLifeandlntelligence

Now,aswehavetracedtheprocessofnaturetomanwhere
thepoweroflifbexpress itselfinthehighestdegreeas self
consciousness,wemustexamineagainthenatureofexpression
inmanfifomtheviewpointoflifも. Thepowerofexpressionin
manisimagination, soinmanthevitalprincipleworkstomake
italivingpower.HerecomesColeridge'sfamousdefinitionof
imaginationinthel3thchapterofBi堰γ“"α〃"γαγ3“

The lmaginationthen, I consider either as primary, or
secondary. Theprimarylmaginationlholdtobetheliving
PowerandprimeAgentofallhumanPerception) andasa
repetitioninthefinitemindoftheeternalactofcreationin
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theinfinitelAM.

(CollectedWorks7,BiographiaLiteraria, I,p.304)

Bythe livingpowerof imagination, inthehumanmindis

repeated:theeternalactofcreationintheinfinitelAM'.
Inthepreviouschapter,fbrtheconstruCtionof6theDynamic

Phnosophy' plannedas the third treatiseofhisLqg"""m,
Coleridgeenumeratesthebasicthesesofthephilosophy.There
heproposes :SUMor lAM' as the firstprinciple, andhe
immediatelytries toexpress it indiscriminately<bythewords
spirit, selfandselfconsciousnes3, saying,(Inthis,andinthis
alone, objectandsubject, beingandknowing, are identical,

eachinvolvingandsupposingeachother. Inotherwords, it is

asubjeCtwhiChbecomesasubjectbytheaCtofconstructing
itselfobjectivelytoitself;butwhichneverisanobjectexceptfbr
itselfandonlvsofarasbvthevervsameact itbecomesa

~‘ ~′ ~‘

subject'.')Andinthesamechapter,Coleridgeidentifiessubject
withselfandintelligence, andconsciousnesswithrepresenta-
tion, consideringintelligenceas <exclusivelyrepresentative'.2)
Then selfLconsciousness is nothing other than the self
representationof intelligence inwhich intenigencebecomes
intelligencebytheactofexpressingitselftoitself. And<the
eternalactofcreationintheinfinitelAM' canbeidenti6ed

withtheprocessoftheSupremelntelligenceexpressingitselfto
itself. Soitisthisprocessthat imagination, ifliving, repeatsin
thehumanmindasselfLconsciousnessorselfLrepresentationof
intelligence.
Thevitalprincipleofnaturepresents itshighestdegree in
manas selfLconsciousnesswhere imaginationas the living
powerexpresses theessenceofthesupreme intelligence. So
naturallyimaginationkeeps intheworkingofitspower the
essential factors of lif℃, polarityandunity. Coleridge's
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definitionofthesecondaryimaginationexplains itsworking

The secondarylconsiderasanechoofthe fbrmer,co-
existingwiththeconsciouswill,yetstillas identicalwiththe
primary inthekindof itsagency, anddifferingonly in
degree, and inthemodeof itsoperation. It dissolves,
diHuses,dissipates, inordertorecreate:orwherethisprocess
isrenderedimpossible,yet stillatallevents it struggles to
idealizeandtounifyJtisessentiallyvital,evenasallobjects
(asobiects)areessentiallvfixedanddead.

ツ タ ~′

(CollectedWorks7,BiographiaLiteraria, I,p.304)

Whenobjectsaredeadandfixedlike@therelationofunproduc-
tiveparticleseachother'orthestateofetheexactsumofthe
componentqualities,asinarithmeticaladdition'､3) imagination
dissolvesthemtomakeGthenecessaryconditionsofthemanifes-
tationsoflifb'4)andorganizesthemintoaunityfbrrecreation.
Coleridgeexplains thisprocess inthecaseofthecreative
activitiesofpoets:

Thispower,6rstputinaCtionbythewillandunderstanding,
andretainedunder their irremissive, thoughgentleand
unnoticed,controul(laxisefferturhabenis)revealsitselfinthe
balanceorreconciliationofoppositeordiscordantqualities:
ofsameness,withdifference;ofthegeneral,withtheconcretej
theidea,withtheimage; theindividual,withtherepresenta-
tive; thesenseofnoveltyandfifeshness,witholdandfamiliar
objects;...;andwhileitblendsandharmonizesthenatural
andtheartificial, stillsubordinatesarttonature; themanner
tothematter;andouradmirationofthepoettooursympa-
thywiththepoetry.

(CoUectedWorks7,BiographiaLiteraria,II,pp.16-7)
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Thesecreativeactivitiesbyimaginationleadtothelivingwords
thatColeridgeseesarerealizedinMilton'sandShakespeare's
works. Andthis isexactlywhatColeridgeconsidersas the
ultimateexpressionbywords, i.e.、 therealizationoftheessence
ofsymbolicexpression.
Wordsarelivingassymbolswiththeexpressingactivitiesof

imagination. Elevatedtolivingthings, theywillhavetheirown
lawofgrowthaccordingtotheirvitalprinciple,andwiththeir
growththeessential thinkingwilldevelopinwhichprocesswill
beexpressedthesupremeintelligence.
Lifbisthepowerofexpressioninnatureandtheuniverse
whoseultimateendis thepresence inmanofthe supreme
intelligence. But lifbexpresses itselfintheprocess innature
whichhasthetendencytotherealizationofitshighestdegree.
Soeachstepinthisprocesshasanessential relationto its
ultimateend.Wherethereislifも、 thereistheexpressionofthe
supremebeing.
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