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Preface:SymbolicExpressionandLife

Anysystemofphnosophyhasincluded,whetherimplicitlyor
explicitly, adefinitionofman・ Andanvdefinitionofman
includes,whether implicitlyorexplicitly, anideaofman's
positioninnatureandtheuniverse.
Thedefinitionofmanwhichismostcommonlyacceptedin
thephlosophicalthinkingofthiscenturyisthatmanisakind
ofanimalthatlivesinandbyasystemofsymbols. Inaccord-
ancewiththisdefinition,ErnstCassirercouldmakeitclearthat
anyfieldofculturalactivitiesofhumanbeingsisorganizedas
asymbolicfbrm.') Butbydoingthis,Cassireratthesametime
brought ittolight thatbeingculturalmeansbeingunnatural.
Throughsymbolshumanbeingsbecomecultural, therefbre
human, but throughsymbolsalsotheyare separatedfifom
nature・

Symbolsarenowgeneralyconsideredtobethenecessarv
means fbrhumanbeings tohaveculture, but thesignifying
powerofsymbolsisnotthoughttobebasedonnatureorany
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universalreality,butonsymbolsthemselvesiftheyarerelated
witheaChotherasasystem.Thisideaofsymbolseemstohave
originated inFerdinanddeSaussure's thinking. Saussure
consideredtheessenceoflanguageasasystemofarbitrary
signsonwhichisbasedtheviewoftheworldofthosewhouse
thatlanguage. Tohim<Garbitrary''meansnothingotherthan
G<unnatural''or ;Cnotbasedonnature''.Whatthosearbitrary

signs signifyarerelativeaCcordingtothesystemtheyfbrm
ExternalthingsandideaswhiChwethinkexistinthemselvesare
actuanyaproductofthisnon-substantialsystemofsigns,and
therefbrearealsonon-substantia1.2)

Qj'iteunlike theconceptofsymbol intwentiethcentury
philosophicalthought, thatinthethinkingofthephilosophers
oftheromanticperiod, especiallythatofSamuelTaylorCole-
ridge,wasessentiaUyconnectedwithnatureandtherealityof
theuniverse. Explainingthenatureofsymbol,Coleridgesays:

...aSvmbol...ischaracterizedbvatranslucenceofthe
ノ

Special inthelndividualoroftheGeneralintheEspecialor
oftheUniversal intheGeneral. AboveaUbythetrans－
lucenCeoftheEternal thrOughandintheTemporal. It
alwayspartakesoftheRealitywhichitrenders intelligible;
andwhneitenunciatesthewhole,abidesitselfasalivingpart
inthatUnity,ofwhichitistherepresentative.3)

According to this explanation, theessenCeofexpression
throughsymbolscanbe fbrmulatedas thepresenceofthe
greater inthe lesser. So inthis fbrmulaofexpressionit is
possiblethatsymbolsexpresstheeternalanduniversalreality
inhumanintelligence. Andthis fbrmulawillalsosatisfythe
conditionofthatexpressionwhichLeibnitzaimedat inhis
schemeof CGmathesisuniversalis'' or :Ccharacteristicauniver-
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saliJ, i､e､, themediationbetweenthe finiteandthe infinite
whichmakespossibletheexpressionofthewholeuniverseina
monad.4)

Thenhowcanasymbolhavesuchpowerofexpressionin
Coleridge，s case？ Alsoaccording to theexplanationcited
above,asymbol cGenunciatesthewhole''byabidingCGitselfasa
livingpartinthatUnity,ofwhichitistherepresentative''.This
meansthatapartcanrepresentthewhole, ifitis@Galivingpart''
ofthewhole. Sofbrasymboltohavethepowerofexpression,
itmustbealivingpartofthewholesystemofsymbols,while
thesystemmustbeaunityofthelivingparts, i.e.,anorganic
unlty.

Coleridgemusthaveevolvedthisideaoflivingsymbolinhis
inquiryintotheessenceofpoeticlanguage. Earlier, around
1800,whenheconcentrateduponmetaphysicalspeculationsin
hisawarenessofhisdecliningpoeticspirit,hewrotetoWmiam
Godwinconcerningwhathe thought tobe theessenceof
language:

Iwishyoutowriteabookonthepowerofwords,andthe
processesbywhichhumanfbelingsfbrmaHinitieswiththem
-inshort, IwiShyouto""bJ〃たeHorneTooke'sSystem,
andtosolvethegreatQJ'estions-whethertherebereasonto
hold, thatanactionbearingallthese77z〃α""ofpre-designing
Consciousnessmayyetbesimplyorganic, andwhethera
se7"sofsuchaCtionsarepossible andcloseontheheelsof
thisquestionwouldfbllowtheold(IsLogicthe&se""of
Thinking?' inotherwords-Is""庖噌impossiblewithout
arbitrarysigns？ and－howfar is theword ‘arbitrary， a
misnomer？Arenotwordsetc・partsandgerminationsofthe
Plant?WhatistheLawoftheirGrowth?-Insomethingof
thisorderlwouldendeavortodestroytheoldantithesisof
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"りぱfand7ﾙ姥xI､, elevating, as itwere,words intoThings,
andlivingThingstoo.Allthenonsenseofvibrationsetc.you
wouldofcoursedismiss､5）

ToColeridge, theessenceofthinkingmustbesomethingother
thanlogicwhichhe seems to thinkdepends on (Garbitrary
signs''. Sofbressential thinkingtodevelop, suchmeansas
wordselevatedintolivingthingsarenecessary.Words, ifliving,
mustsurelybeautonomousandhavealawofgrowthoftheir
own like cGpartsandgerminationsoftheplant'', andgrow
organicallywiththedevelopmentoftheessentialthinking.And
ifsuchlivingwordsarehis ideal language, it iscertainthat
Coleridgesawthetruerealizationofit inthepoemsofMnton
andShakespeare.

Iwaswontboldlytoaffirm， that itwouldbescarcelymore
diffiCulttopushastoneoutfrOmthepyramidswiththebare
hand, thantoalteraword, or thepositionofaword, in
MiltonorShakspeare， (intheirmost impOrtantworksat
least,)withoutmakingtheauthor saysomethingelse, or
somethingworse, thanhedoessay.6)

Inthisstateoflanguage, awordisalivingpartofthewhole
whichthenisanorganicunity. Aword, ifgivenlifband
elevatedtoalivingthing,canbeasymbolwhichexpressesthe
truthoftheuniverse.

ItseemsthatbyconsideringsymbolsashavinglifEColeridge
tries to solve theproblemofexpression inLeibnitzand
Spinoza7)whichisonewiththeproblemsofbeing, knowing,
andcreating, inthefiFameworkofSchening's ideaoforganic
unity､8）ThenwhatdoesColeridgethinkgivesli比toasymbol？
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1. LifeasthePowerofExpressionintheMind

FirstofallwemustconsiderwhatColeridgethought isthe

relationofsymbol tothemind・ Whatpowerofthemind
produces symbolsP Coleridge's answer is CGimagination'',
becauseimaginationis:

thatreconcilingandmediatorypower,whichincorporating
theReasoninlmagesoftheSense, andorganizing(as it
were) theHuxoftheSensesbythepermanenceandself
circlingenergiesoftheReason, givesbirthtoasystemof
symbols,harmoniousinthemselves,andconsubstantialwith
thetruths、ofwhichthevaretheco"diJc#0汀．

~〆

(Co/""〃恥rks6,p.29)

Toproducesymbols, imaginationmustbeenergizedbyreason,
but, toorganizethefluxofthesenses, theenergiesofreason
musthavetheirownfbrmofworking. ColeridgecaUsreason
c<thefbrmafbrmans'',whichhesays :Gcontainsinitselfthelaw
ofitsownconceptions'',9）ofitsownconceptions ，

Reason, inthehighestsenseoftheterm,asthefbcalpointof
theTheoricandPractical,orasbothinOne, istheSourceof
Ideasandconversely, anldeaisaselfLaflirmingTruthat
once theoricandpractical,whichtheReasonpresents to
itselfiasafbrmqfitself.

（α此‘”〃bγ肺6,p.61,fn.)

It is <Gideas'' thatreasonpresents toitselfasafbrmofitself.
Reasonhasanenergywhichacts inthefbl･mofideas. So
naturallvideasare (Cnotmerelyfbrmalbutdynamic'','0) and
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GGeveryprincipleisactualizedbyanidea; andeveryideais
living, productive, partakethofinfinity, and(asBaconhas
sublimelyobserved) containethanendless power of

ion''.'') Coleridge fUrtherexplains thenatureofansernlnatlon ・

idea:

...that...whichisaneductofthelmaginationactuatedby~l
thepureReasonフ towhichthereneither isorcanbean
adequatecorrespondentintheworldofthesenses-thisand
thisalone is=ANIDEA. Whether ldeasareregulative
only, accordingtoAristotleandKant; or likewiseCON-
STITUTIVE, andonewiththepowerandLifbofNature,
accordingtoPlato, orPlotinus . . . isthehighestproblemof
Philosophy, . . .

(Cb/""'"〃ﾉb宛6,pp. 113-4)

Thenitmustbethat imagination, actuatedbyreasoninthe
fbrmoflivingideas, eduCes ideasandproducesasystemof
symbolswiththelivingpowerofconstitutiveideasby:Gincor-
poratingtheReasoninlmagesoftheSense,andorganizingthe
HuxoftheSenses'', andsymbols thusproducedmust be
G<harmoniousinthemselves,andconsubstantialwiththetruths,
ofwhichtheyaretheconductorJ・ Thisproductionofsymbols
by imaginationis exactlythe realizationoftheessenceof
symbolicexpressionfbrmulatedasthepresenceofthegreaterin
thelesser,becauseherethetruths(=thegreater)arepresented
intheorganizedHuxofthesensesor<GImagesofthesense'' (=
thelesser). Andsuchexpressionismadepossiblebysymbols
beingproducedasasystem. Thesystemmust surelybean
organicallyunitedwhole,becausesymbolsareorganizedbythe
energiesofreason,andinsymbolsareincorporatedreasonin
thefbrmoflivingideas・ Therefbreeachsymbol <cabidesitself
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asalivingpartinthatUnity,ofwhichitistherepresentative''.
Thisproductionofsymbolsbyimagination, i.e､, symbolic

expression, isalsoexactlytheprocessofwhatColeridgethinks
tobetheessenceofthinking. Aswehaveseeninhisletterto
Godwin， theessential thinkingcannotbedevelopedby(6arbi-
trarysignTonwhichlogicdepends, butby6Gwordselevated
into livingthings''. Coleridge's distinctionofreasonand
understandingwouldmakethematterclearer.

. ． 、ReasonistheknowledgeofthelawsoftheWholeconsid-
eredasOne:andassuchit iscontradistinguishedfiFomthe
Understanding,whichconCerns itselfexclusivelywiththe
quantities,qualities、 andrelationsof力αγ"“ん灯intimeand
space・ TheUnderstanding, therefbre, is the scienceof
phaenomena， andtheir subsumptionunderdistinctkinds
andsorts, (g'""sand"ecies.) Its fimCtionssupplytherules
andconstitutethepossibilityofExperience;butremainmere
logicaljbr"'s,exCeptasfaras加αje""karegivenbythesenses
orsensations・ TheReason,ontheotherhand, isthesCience
ofthe〃"zzﾉβ汀α/,havingtheideasofOnenessandAllnessasits
twoelementsorprimaryfactors.

(Cb"c"" ﾘｲﾉbγks6,pp.59-60)

Whnelogic,whichiscarriedonwitharbitrarysigns, ismerely
thefbrmofunderstandingthatexclusivelydealswithphenom-
ena, thinkingwhichdevelopswiththegrowthoflivingwords,
i.e､,withtheproductionofsymbolsbyimagination, hasan
essentialrelationwithreason， andtherefbrewnlbeledbvits

″

powerinthefbrmoflivingideasofGGOnenessandAUnesy' to
thetruthsoftheuniverse.

ColeridgefUrtherexplainsthenatureofsymbolicexpression
inrelationtothepowerofreasonworkinginreligion:
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. ..Reasonas the scienceofAll as theWhole,mustbe
interpenetratedbyaPower,thatrepresentstheconcentration
ofAll inEaCh-aPower that acts byacontractionof
universal truths intoindividualduties, as theonlyfbrmin
whichthosetruthscanattainlifbandreality. Nowthis is
Religion,whichistheExecutiveofournature, andonthis
account thenameofhighestdignity, andthe symbol of
soverelgnty.

(Cb"C""〃bγks6,p.64)

Religionishereconsideredtobeafbrmofsymbolicexpression
because, accordingtothisexplanation, inreligionuniversal
truths(=thegreater)arecontractedintoindividualduties(=the
lesser)byanactionofapowerwhichinterpenetratesreason. So
thispowermustsurelycomefifomlifb. Inreligion, symbolic
expressionattains itshighestdegree, fbr thecontractionof
universaltruthsbyitspowermustbemostintensethereaseGthe
onlyfbrminwhichthosetruthscanattainlifbandreality''.
TheremustbeanorderinsymboliCexpressionaccordingtothe
intensityofpoweroflifbactingintheprocess inrelationto
universal truths. HenCe:

. ． 、 inallagesandcountriesofcivnizationReligionhasbeen
theparentandfbstereroftheFineArts,asofPoetry,Music,
Painting, etc. thecommonessenceofwhichconsists ina
simlarunionoftheUniversalandthelndividual・ Inthis
union,moreover, iscontainedthetruesenseoftheldeal.

(Cb"C"""0'kr6,p.62)

11. LifeasthePowerofExpressioninNature

FromwhatColeridge saysabout symbolandthemental
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powerrelatedtosymbol, it isclearthat thereat thebaseof
Coleridge's ideaofsymbolicexpressionishis insight intolife.
Toexpressthetruthsoftheuniverse,asymbolmustbeliving)
andtherefbresymbolsmustconstituteanorganicunity. Imagi-
nationwhichproduces symbolsmustalsobealivingpower
actuatedbyreasoninthefbrmoflivingideas.
Thenwemust inquireintowhatColeridgethinkstobethe

essenceoflife. Inhis"'0"qfLi/h, aftercriticizingvarious
definitionsoflifbgivenbyothersasincomprehensive,Coleridge
triestopresenthisowndefinition:

... themostcomprehensivefbrmulatowhichlifeisreducible,
wouldbethatoftheinternalcopulaofbodies,or(ifwemay
venturetoborrowaphrasehomthePlatonicschool) the
'0zR)erwhichdisclosesitselfhomwithinasaprincipleof〃加秒
inthe 77z"". But...,I shouldat the same timehave
borrowedascholastic〃γ"'､anddefinedli比α6JO/"＃'",asthe
PrinCiPleofunityin77z"""〃,as farasthefbrmer, theunity
towit, isproduCedaル j""α; but e""e"妙(""s"8""""), I
definelifbas"""Cゆんqfi""り"“"07z,orthepowerwhich
unitesagivenα〃intoa加加〃that ispresupposedbyall its
parts. ThelinkthatconbinesthetwoandaCtsthroughout
both,will， ofcourse， bedefinedby the""ffβ""to
m(加湿"α〃0".'2）

Fromthisdefinition,wecanseethatColeridgeconsiderslifbas
nothingotherthanthepowerwhichmakessymbolicexpression
possible. Thepoweroflifbworksdisclosingitselffromwithin
asaprincipleofindividuationﾌ theunificationofallintoawhole
<6that ispresupposedbyall itspartg'. It isaselfLexpressive
power, andifthispowerexpresses itselfintheprocessofthe
productionofsymbols, itwill CGinterpenetrat3reasonwhichis



12

<<thescienceoftheuniversal,havingtheideasofOnenessand
Allnessasitstwoelements'',and,bygivinglifetotheseideasフ
energize imaginationintoalivingpower (<togivebirthtoa
systemofsymbols, harmonious inthemselves, andconsub-
stantialwiththetruths,ofwhiChtheyaretheconduCtors''.And
eachofthesymbolsthusproducedwmenunciatethewholeby
abiding@(itselfasalivingpart inthatUnity)ofwhichitisthe
representative''.
Seeinglifeatthebaseofsymbolicexpression,Coleridgeseems
tohaveplacedtheactsofimaginationinthebroadercontextof
natureandtheuniverse. ThenhowdoesColeridgethinkthe
natureofthepoweroflifeexpressesitselfinnatureP

ByLifbleverywheremeanthetrueldeaofLife,orthatmost
general fbrmunderwhichLifbmanifbsts itselftous,which
includesall itsother fbrms. This lhavestatedtobethe

〃""""加加”〃“〃0",andthedegreesorintensitiesofLifeto
consist intheprogressiverealizationofthistendency.

(Cb"Zpん〃ﾘｲﾉb'kF, I,p.391)

Lifbexpressesitselfindegreesaccordingtotherealizationofthe
tendencytoindividuation・ Sotheremustbeaprogressiveorder
innaturewhichconsists inthe intensitiesoflifb. Coleridge
considersgoldandtheothernoblemetalsas inthe lowest
degreeofthistendency,becauseintheme(ofthetwocounteract-
ingtendenciesofnature'', i.e.,detachmentandattachment, the
lattersubsists ((inthegreatestoverbalanceoverthefbrmer. It
is the fbrmofunitywiththe leastdegreeoftendency to

． ”13）individuation.

Thesecondstepis 6Gthevariousfbrmsofcrystalsasaunion,
notofpowersonly, but ofparts'' inwhichtherefbre :<the
simplestfbrmsoftojα"〃''areinvolvedaswellasthemereunity



LifeandSymbOl 13

ofpowersseeninthefirststep.'4)Thethirdstepisseeninthe
vastfbrmationsofsedimentaryrockwhichColeridgeregardsas
G6theresidueandproductofvegetableandanimalliたう，andalso
as <Gmanifbstatingthe tendenCies of theLifbofNature to
vegetationandanimalization''.'5) Andthen:

Inthelowest fbrmsofthevegetableandanimalworldwe
perceivetotalitydawningintom〃zﾉ城J"〃"、whileinman. as
thehighestoftheclass, theindividualityisnotonlyperfected
initscorporeal sense, butbeginsanewseriesbeyondthe
appropriatelimitsofphysiolOgy.

(Cb"ゅ〃β〃biks, I,p.390)

Thus

. . . , the individuationitselfmustbea tendencyto the
ultimateproductionofthehighestandmostcomprehensive
individuality. ThismustbetheonegreatendofNature,her
ultimateproductionofthehighestandmostComprehensive
individuality. ThismustbetheonegreatendofNature,her
ultimateobject,orbywhateverotherwordwemaydesignate
thatsomethingwhichbearstoafinalcausethesamerelation
thatNatureherselfbearstotheSupremelnteUigence.

(Cb"ん〃ﾄｲﾉb'ks, I,p.391)

Thepoweroflifeexpress itselfinnature, accordingtothe
intensityofindividuation,asatendencytotheultimateproduc-
tionofthehighestdegreeof individuality. This ultimate
productionis thegreatendofnature, i.e.、 natUre'SUltimate
object,whoserelationtoafinalcauseisthesameastherelation
ofnatureherselftothesupremeintelligence. Sobythepower
oflifenaturepresentsherultimateproductbywhoserelationto
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thefinalcausesheexpressesherownrelationtothesupreme
intelligence.

Lifeis, thus、 thedynamicprocessofnature, theessenceof
whichis theexpressionineachstageofthetendencytothe
ultimateproduCtionof individuality, and， therefbre， of the
relationofnaturetothesupremeintelligence. Coleridgethen
askswhatthemostgenerallawofthistendencyiswhichcauses
thisdynamism,andanswerJepolarity,ortheessentialdualism
ofNature,arisingoutofitsproductiveunity,andstilltending
tOrea伍rmit,eitherasequilibrium, indiffbrence,oridentity''.'6)

Life...weconsiderasthecopula,ortheunityofthesisand
antithesis,positionandcounterposition,-Lifbitselfbeingthe
positiveofboth;asontheotherhand, thetwocounterpoints
arethenecessarvconditionsofthema加伽”伽"sofLife.

〃~ L'~

（α”"〃〃勿沈J, 1,p.392)

Accordingtothisviewoflifbinunityandpolarity)Coleridge
goesontothinkthatwhileinthemechanicsystemthereare
only:6therelationsofunproductiveparticlestoeachother,', in
lifeGGthetwocomponentcounter-powersactuallyinterpenetrate
eachother, andgenerateahigher third， includingboththe
fbrmer''.'7) Sohesees thoselastandhighest threepowersof
inorganicnature, i.e., themagnetic, electric, andchemical
powers,expressthemselvesinanorganicbodyGCasreproduction
(/.e.growthandidentityofthewhole,amidthechangeorHux
ofall theparts), irritabilityandsensibnity".'8) Thosepowers
canbevitalprinciplesonlyinsofarastheyexpressthemselves
assomethingofhigherdignitybyproducinganorganicunity.
Coleridgedenies theideathatavitalprincipleworks <<some-
thinginthesamemannerasthesteambecomesthemechanic
powerofthesteam-engine, inconsequenceofitscompression
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bythesteam-engine'','9)andsays

. ..thishypothesis isasdirectlyopposedtomyviewas
superventionistoevolution, inasmuchas lholdtheorga-
nizedbodvitselfinall itsmarvellouscontexture、 tobethe

~グ~ 〃

PRODUCTandrepresentantofthepowerwhiChishere
supposedtohavesupervenedtoit.

(Cb""〃〃bγks, I,p.401)

Theorganizedbodyisnot lifb itselfbut theproduct and
exponentofitsevolvingpower. Sowhatismoreessentialtothis
powerasavitalprincipleistheveryprocessofitsexpressing
activitytorealizefromwithinsomethingofhigherdegreein
nature,withtheorganizedbodyonlyasthemeansandresult
ofthisactivity. TheprincipleofthisprocessColeridgeexplains
againas @<theunceasingll"""qf/W""〃",〃加力γ0""
α""s""de""#0'γog7"･Fzzje加或〃"“"0""Me ノα“〃加
伽γ“"0"，，.20）

Then,accordingtothisprinciple,Coleridgetracestheprog-
ressofnatureBom(Gtherequisiteandonlyserviceablefiction''
of (6therepresentationofCHAOSasonevasthomogeneous
drOp''.21)

Inthissenseitmaybejustified,asanappropriatesymbolof
thegreatfUndamentaltruththatallthingsspringfiom,and
subsist in, theendless strifebetween indiffbrenCeand
diffbrence. ThewholehistoryofNatureiscomprisedinthe
specificationofthetransitional states fifomtheonetothe
other. Thesymbolonlyisfictitious: thethingsignifiedisnot
onlygroundedintruth-itisthelawandactuatingprinciple
ofallothertruths,whetherphysicalorintellectual.

(Co"ん〃〃brk', 1,p.401)
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Fromthebeginningintheprocessofnatureis includedthe
fimdamentalprincipleof lifも (polarityandunity). So lifb
contains initsprinciplethepossibnityofexpressinginnature
the truthof thecreation intheuniverse (differentiationof
chaos)．AndthiscontinuestocGthatlastwork, inwhichNature
didnotassistashandmaidunder theeyeofher sovereign
Master,whomadeManinhisownimage, bysuperadding
selfLconsciousnesswithselfLgovernment,andbreathedintohim
aliVingSOUl''.22)
It is inmanthatnaturerealizes thehighestdegreeoflifb.
Andit is in itshighestdegree that lifbexpresses itselfas
selfLconsciousness inwhichis thepresenceof the supreme
being. Inmanasaselfconsciousbeing,naturecfbeginsanew
seriesbeyondtheappropriatelimitsofphysiology''. Butstillit
canbeseenasaprocessofnature,thehighestattainmentofthe
poweroflifbinnature. So:

InManthecentripetalandindividualizingtendencyofall
Natureisitselfconcentredandindividualized-heisarevela-
tiOnofNaturel...Nordoesthefbrmofpolarity,whichhas
accompaniedthelawofindividuationuptoitswholeassent,
desert ithere. . . 、 As the independence, somustbe the
serviCeandthesubmissiontotheSupremeWill!Astheideal
geniusandtheoriginality, inthesameproportionmustbe
theresignationtotherealworld, the sympathyandthe
inter-communionwithNature.' Intheconciliatingmid-point,
orequator’doestheManlive,andonlybyitsequalpresence
inbothitspolescanthatlifebemanifbsted.

(Co"んだWbγk', 1,p.412)
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Conclusion:LifeintheUniversalSystemoflntelligence

Nowaswehavetracedtheprocessofnaturetomanwhere

thepoweroflifeexpresses itselfinthehighestdegreeasself
consciousness,wemustexamineagainthenatureofexpression
inmanfifomtheviewpointoflifb. Thepowerofexpressionin
manisimagination,soinmanthevitalprincipleworkstomake
italivingpower. HerecomesColeridge'sfamousdefinitionof
imaginationinthel3thchapterofBiOgmPh"〃"mγ"：

The lmaginationthen, I consider eitherasprimary, or
secondary. Theprimarylmaginationlholdtobetheliving
PowerandprimeAgentofaUhumanPerception,andasa
repetitioninthefinitemindoftheeternalactofcreationin
theinfinitelAM.

(Cb/"c"""0'ks7, 1,p.304)

Bythe livingpowerof imagination, inthehumanmindis
repeated(GtheeternalactofcreationintheinfinitelAM''.
Inthechapterprevious toit, fbrtheconstructionof eGthe

DynamicPhilosophy'' plannedas the third treatiseofhis
LOg"qp〃α,Coleridgeenumeratesthebasicthesesofthephloso-
phy． Thereheproposes (GSUMorIAM''asthefirstprinciple,
andheimmediatelytriestoexpress it indiscriminatelyGGbythe
wordsspirit, selfandselfLconsciousnesJ, saying, @<Inthis,and
inthisalone, objectandsubject, beingandknowing, are
identical, eachinvolvingandsupposingtheother・ Inother
words, it isasubjectwhichbecomesasubjectbytheactof
constructingitselfobjectivelytoitselfbutwhichnever isan
objectexceptfbritselfandonlysofarasbytheverysameact
itbecomesasubject''.23) Andinthesamechapter,Coleridge
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identifiessubjectwithselfandinteUigence, andconsciousness
withrepresentationフ considering intelligenceas G6exclusively
representative''.24) Thenselfconsciousness isnothingother
thantheselfrepresentationofintenigenceinwhichinteUigence
becomesintelligencebytheactofexpressingitselftoitself.And
G(theeternal actofcreationinthe infinite lAM'' canbe
identifiedwiththeprocessoftheSupremelntelligenceexpress-
ingitselftoitself・ Soitisthisprocessthatimagination, ifliving,
repeats in thehumanmindas selfconsciousness or selfL
representationofintelligence.
ThevitalprinCipleofnaturepresents itshighestdegreein
manas selfconsciousnesswhere imaginationas the living
powerexpresses theessenceofthesupremeintenigence. So
naturallyimaginationkeeps intheworkingofitspowerthe
essential factors of lifb, polarityandunity. Coleridge's
definitionofthesecondaryimaginationexplainsitsworking:

The seCOndarylconsiderasanechoofthe fbrmer,co-
existingwiththeconsciouswnl,yetstUlasidenticalwiththe
primaryinthe""ofitsagency,anddifferingonlyin"超γ"'
and inthe"zo"of itsoperation. It dissolves, diHuses)
dissipates, inorder torecreate: orwhere thisprocess is
renderedimpossible, yet still at all events it struggles to
idealizeandtounifyltisessentially〃"α/,evenasanobjects
("objects)areessentiaUyfixedanddead.

(Co/"c"JWb'tr7, 1,p.304)

Whenobjectsaredeadandfixedlike"therelationofunproduc-
tiveparticleseachother''orthestateofCCtheexactsumofthe
componentqualities, as inarithmeticaladditiOn'',25) imagina-
tiondissolves themtomakepolarityas GGthenecessarycondi-
tionsof､ the 7"α"海jα"07zsoflifも'' andorganizes themintoa
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unityfbrrecreation. Coleridgeexplainsthisprocessinthecase
ofthecl、eativeactivitiesofpoets:

Thispower, firstputinactionbythewillandunderstanding,
andretainedunder their irremissive, thoughgentleand
unnoticed, controul (/bx方城γ""6'")reveals itselfinthe
balanceorreconcniationofoppositeordiscordantqualities:
ofsameness,withdiffbrence;ofthegeneral,withtheconcrete;
theidea,withtheimage; theindividual,withtherepresenta-
tive; thesenseofnoveltyandfiFeshness,witholdandfamiliar
objects；…;andwhileitblendsandharmonizesthenatural
andtheartificial, stillsubordinatesarttonature; themanner
tothematter;andouradmirationofthepoettooursympa-
thywiththepOetry.

(Cb/"c"〃b戒s7, 11,pp. 16-7)

Thesecreativeactivitiesbyimaginationleadtothelivingwords
thatColeridgeseesarerealizedinMnton'sandShakespeare's
works. Andthis isexactlywhatColeridgeconsidersas the
ultimateexpressionthroughwords, i,e.,therealizationofthe
essenceofsymbolicexpression.
Wordsarelivingassymbolswiththeexpressingactivitiesof

imagination. Elevatedtolivingthings, theywillhavetheirown
lawofgrowthaccordingtotheirvitalprinciple,andwiththeir
growthessential thinkingwnldevelopinwhichprocesswmbe
expressedthesupremeintelligence.
Lifbisthepowerofexpressioninnatureandtheuniverse
whoseultimateendis thepresence inmanofthe supreme
inteUigencebysymbolicexpression. Butlifeexpressesitselfin
theprocessinnaturewhichhasthetendenCytotherealization
of itshighestdegree. Soeachstepinthisprocesshasan
essentialrelationtoitsul*imateend・Wherethereislifb, there
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istheexpressionofthesupremebeing.
ToColeridge, thisuniverse isagreat evolvingsystemof

intelligencewhichexpressesitselfwithlifbasitspowerandwith
symbolsasitsmeans.
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