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Preface:MethodandMind

Anysystemofphilosophymustincludeacriticalreflectionon
thegroundofthesystemitselfifitclaimsthenameofphiloso-
phy. Itmustbeaskedhowmanasafinitebeingcandefine
himselfandknowhispositioninnatureandtheinfiniteuni-
versetoconstructasvstenl.

~′

Coleridge'ssolutionofsuchbasicphilosophicalquestionsas
knowledgeandexistenCeCouldbest beunderstood in the
廿ameworkofLeibnitz's ideaofexpressionplacedintheneo-
Platoniccosmologyofuniversalintelligence.Coleridgeseemsto
thinkofthisuniverseasasystemofintelligencewhichexpresses
itselfasacreativeprocesswithlifeas itspowerandwith
symbolsas itsmeans. In this systemlife is thepowerof
expressioninthemindand innature. Thepoweroflife
discloses itselfasaprincipleofandtendencytoindividuation
(unityinthemany) indegreesaccordingtoits intensity. It
realizes itshighestdegreeinmanas selfconsciousnesswhere
imaginationasthelivingpowerexpressesbyproducingsymbols
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theessenceoftheSupremeintelligenceas @6theeternalactof
creationintheinfinitelAM''.') Inthiscreativeactofimagina-
tion,man'sknowledgeandhisexistenceareunited.

NowthequestiontobeaskediswhatColeridgethinkssuch
cosmological construction isgroundedon. Whatmakes it
possiblefbronetoconsiderintelligenceasauniversal system,
andlifbasauniversalpower,ofexpression？ Ifit ispossiblefbr
anindividualhumanmindtotellsomethingabout theuniver-
sal, theremustbeacertainmediatorypowerworkinginthe
minditself. InColeridge'scosmological systemimaginationis
definedasthispower.Thenthisdefinitionitselfmustbebased
ontheworkingofthepowerofimagination,andthemediatory
natureol､ imaginationmustbeconsideredintheprocessofits
working. Sothequestionmustbecentredonhowtheindivid-
ualmindcanbemediatedintothespeculationoftheuniversal.
Inhisessaysonmethod,Coleridgegivesvariousconsidera-

tions tothenatureofthecreativeactivitiesofthemindin

knowledgeandexistenCe.2)QUotingfifomShakespeare'sworks,
hetalksaboutthemindworkingmethodically:

It isShakspeare'speculiarexcellence, that throughout the
whOleofhissplendidpicturegallery. . . ,wefindindividual-
ityeverywhere,mereportraitnowhere. Inallhisvarious
characters,westill fEelourselvescommuningwiththesame
humannature,whichiseverywherepresentasthevegetable
sap inthebranches, sprays, leaves, buds, blossoms, and
fmits, theirshapes, tastes,andodours・ SpeakingoftheeHECt,
i.e・hiswOrksthemselves,wemavdefinetheexcellenceoft"〃

〃 ~′

methodasconsistinginthatjustproportion, thatunionand
interpenetrationoftheuniversalandtheparticular,which
must everpervadeallworksofdecidedgenius andtrue
sc1ence．
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(Cb//eC"d〃b応4, 1,p.457)

Toworkmethodicallv themindmust beable tomediate
〃

between theuniversal and theparticular, as is shownby
Shakespeareinhisexpressionof(<thesamehumannature'' in
each individual character. AndhereColeridgedirectshis
considerations totheprocessofmethodical thinking, saying
CCMethodimpliesaか昭γ8吋zzﾉβ〃α加加0",andit isthemeaningof
thewordintheoriginallanguage. ． . .Butas,withoutcontinu-
ous transition, therecanbenoMethod, sowithout apre-
conceptiontherecanbenotransitionwithcontinuity.''3) This
pre-conceptionColeridgecal1s伽加成噌j加増〃whiChmustbe
theguidingprincipleofprogression,andwhich,hethinks,may
alsobecalled@CthelNITIATIVE''.4)

Torealizethisprogressivetransitionguidedbytheleading
thought andsotomediatebetweentheparticularandthe
universal, themindmust starthomtheconsiderations of
relations,andtherefbreliberateitselffifomthecommitment to
theparticulars.

Method、 therefbre、becomesnatural tothemindwhichhas
〃

beenaccustomedtocontemplatenot t耐噌sonly,orfbrtheir
ownsakealone,butlikewiseandchieHythe"/tz"b7zsofthings)
eithertheirrelationstoeachother、ortotheobserver･orto

ノ ノ

thestateandapprehensionofthehearers. Toenumerate
andanalyzetheserelations,withtheconditionsunderwhiCh
alonetheyarediscoverable, istoteachthescienceofMethod.

(CM@C"〃b戒J4, 1,p.451)

ThenhowdoesColeridgethinktheconsiderationofrelations
couldleadthemindtothemediationbetweenthosewhich

cannotactuallybemediated, i.e., betweentheindividualand
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universal，orbetweenthe6niteandtheinfinite？Howcan
mindsetitselffiFeefifomandsurpassthelimitofexperience,
generalizationfromobservations， torealizeinitiativeP

the

the

l.e､、

1． MindandLaw

Accordingtohisobservation that <GtheRELATIONSof
objeCtsareprime"'""@ZfofMethod,andthatthecontempla-
tionofrelations is the indispensible conditionof thinking
methodically'',Coleridgepointsout therebeingtwokindsof
relationinwhich"objectsofmindmaybecontemplated''. ')He
callsthefirstofthem:GLaw''、andexplains itsnature:

The6rstisthatofLAW,which, initsabsoluteperfEction, is
conceivableonlyoftheSupremeBeing,whosecreativelDEA
notonlyappoints toeachthing itsPo""0", but in that
position,givesititsqualities,yea, itgivesitsveryexistence,as
t伽#′αγ"“んγthing.

(Co"""WWoiks4, 1,p.459)

Soonlyinthesystemoflaweachthingcanbeknowninits
properpositionintheworld,which, therefbre, is(bllowedbythe
knowledgeofitsessenceandexistence. But fbralawtobe
present inthemind, <Cinwhateversciencetherelationofthe
partstoeachotherandtothewholeispredeterminedbyatruth
originatinginthe77zi"",andnotabstractedorgeneralizedfrom
observationofthepart3'.2) Soitisintheminditself,notinthe
things, that themindmust findalawwhichdetermines the
relationof things toeachother and to thewhole. And
Coleridgeaffirmsthepresenceofalawin$Gthephysicalsciences,
asofastronomylbrinstance''or:Gthepresenceoffimdamental
枕"'' ingeometry.3)
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Herewehavetonoticethatevenin<Gthephysical sciences''
whichseemtobebasedonthegeneralizationfi･omobservations
andexperiments,Coleridgeseestheinitiativeofthemindasan
essential conditionfbrthemtobe true sciences. Themind
should6rst findin itselfatruthwhichDredetermines :Gthe

入

relationofthepartstoeachotherandtothewhole''. Coleridge
furtherexplainsthenatureoflaw:

Wehave thusassignedthe first place inthe scienceof
MethodtoLAW;and6rstofthefirst, toL""､astheabsolute

〃 J

〃"(/whichcomprehendinginitselfthesubstanceofevery
possibledegreeprecludeshomitsconceptionalldegree,not
bygeneralizationbutbyitsownplenitude. Assuch, there-
fbre,andasthesu伍cientcauseoftherealitycorrespondent
thereto,wecontemplateitasexclusivelyanattributeofthe
SupremeBeingフ inseparablefifomtheideaofGod: adding,
however, thathomthecontemplationoflawinthis, itsonly
perfect fbrm,mustbederivedall trueinsight intoallother
groundsandprinciplesnecessarytoMethod,asthescience
commontoalsciences, . . 、Alienated fifomthis (intuition
shallwecallit?orstedfastfaith?) ingeiousmenmayproduce
schemes, conductivetothepeculiarpurposesofparticular
sclences、butnot scientificsvstem.

ノ ~′

(Co"8cjed〃brk,4, 1,pp.459-60)

Oncefbundinthemind) lawmustbethought initsperfect
fbrmtobetheabsolutekindfifomwhichemanateseverydegree,
andtobethesu伍cientcausetowhichcorrespondsthereality.
ScientifIc svstemmustnowbebasedonthemethodwhose

′

groundsandprinciplesderivefifomthecontemplationoflawin
thisperfbCt fbrm. Thenhowcanthemindcontemplatesuch
lawtoacquire themethod？ Bywayof intuitionor faith、
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Coleridgesuggests. Anywayitcomes fifomtheactingofthe
mindtoitself、butColeridgecannothelpadmittingthat it is
impossiblefbrthemindtofindthegroundofthis intuitionor
faithitself. Itmustbesomekindofaleapintheminditself.
Sohesavs:

Butthoughwecannotenterontheproofofthisassertion,we
darenotremainexposedtothesuspicionofhavingobtruded
amereprivateopinion,asafimdamental truth.

(Cb/""〃脚ﾉbγkS4, I,p.460)

WhatColeridgecoulddowas toappeal to thewritingsof
ancientauthorities. HequotesEusebiusassaying:

Plato,whophilosophizedlegitimatelyandperfectively, ifever
anymandidinanyage,heldit fbranaxiom, that it isnot
possiblefbrustohaveaninsight intothingshuman(i.e."
"""γ8α”沌血"0"sq/'"α", α”伽0""応力7we""ffり"“"γ‘か
姉加りぶ増α"0")､withoutapreviouscontemplation(or intel-
lectulalvision)ofthingsdivine: that is,oftruthsthatareto
bea伍rmedconcerningtheabsolute,as farastheycanbe
knowntous.

(Cb"""Wbrks4, I,p460)

Here~(apreviouscontemplation(orintellectualvision)ofthings
divine'' isemphasizedasnecessaryfbrustohaveaninsightinto
thingShuman,but thegroundofhOwCGtruths thataretobe
a伍rmedconcerningtheabsolute'' areknown tous is not
shown, except that theaxiomcomes iromPlato. Coleridge
resetstheproblemaccordingtoPlato:

Thegrandproblem, thesolutionofwhichfbrms,accordingto
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Plato, thefinalobjectanddistinctivecharacterofphilosophy,
isthis:んγα/〃伽j""j､ co"伽"0"α"γ(i.e. theexistenceol､whiCh

ｰ

isinconceivableexceptundertheconditionofitsdependency
onsomeotherasantecedent) to/7""gro""j加i"〃"CO"成一
"0"α／α"d(z630/"", """γ'&ソ加γ""""qggγ増α〃〃"'"α〃
k"0Mj/'4ge"α"s"加．

(Co/"C""""ks4, I,p.461)

Takingthesolarsystemasanexample’Coleridgeexplainsthe
caseas lbnows:

Fortherelationcommontoallbeingknown, theappropriate
orbitofeachbecomesdiscoverable, togetherwithitspeculiar
relationstoitsconcentricsinthecommonsphereofsubordi-
nation. Thus thecentralityofthesunhavingbeenestab-
lished, andthelawofthedistancesoftheplanets fifomthe
sunhavingbeendetermined,weposscssthemeansofcalcu-
latingthedistanceofeachir･omtheother.

(Cb/"C""わ応4, 1,p.461)

Itshouldbenoticedthatthefindingofthesolarsystemisnot
basedontheobservation, fbrtheestablishmentofthecentralitv

’

ofthesun、whichistheestablishmentofanewrelation、does
ノ ノ

notcomefTomthegeneralizationofobservations)butfi･omthe
internalactivitvofthemindwhichmoves thecentreofthe

~ノ

universehomtheearthtothesun. For the findingofthe
universallaw, therefbre, thereshouldbethiskindofleapinthe
activitiesofthemindwhichisexactlywhatColeridgecallsthe
mental initiative.
Thenwhat isthestructureofthemindwhichmakesthisini-

tiativepossible？Andhowdoesthelawthusfbundcorrespond
totherealitywhichisbehindthephenomenonofexperlence？
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I1． MindandIdea

Ifthemostessentialelementofmethodical thinkingbythe
mentalinitiativeisthemediationbetweentheparticularandthe
universal, therealizationofthisthinkingsuchasthefindingof
alawmust surelytakethefbrmofsymbolicexpression. For
Coleridgedefinessymbolas lbUows:

...aSvmbol...ischaracterizedbvatranslucenceofthe
~ノ ~／

Special inthelndividualoroftheGeneral intheEspecialor
oftheUniversal intheGeneral・ Aboveallbythe trans-
lucenceol､theEternalthroughandinthetemporal. Italways
partakesoftheRealitywhichitrendersintelligible;andwhile
itenunciatesthewhole，abides itselfasalivingpartofthat
Unity,ofwhichit istherepresentative.')

Oncefbrmed、 asvmbolmediatesbetweentheindividualand
〃 ‘

theuniversalbyitspowerofexpression,andso:Gpartakesthe
Reality''. Andfbrasymbol tohavethispowerofexpression,
itmustbealivingpartofthewholesystemofsymbols,while
the systemmust beaunityofthe livingparts) that is, an
organicunity. So tounderstandtheprocessofmethodical
thinking, it shouldnowbeaskedwhat structureofthemind
makestheproductionofsuchsymbolspossible.
Thepowerofthemindwhichproducessymbolsis,according

toColeridge, imagination、 fbrhethinks imaginationis:

thatreconcningandmediatorypower,whichincorporating
theReason inlmagesoftheSense, andorganizing(as it
were) theHuxoftheSensesbythepermanenceandselfL
circlingenergiesoftheReason, givesbirthtoasystemof
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svmbols,harmoniousinthemselves,andconsubstantialwith
グ~

thetruths,ofwhichtheVarethe""(/iJcjo7T.
~’~

(CMMcMI し吻施6, p.29)

Imagimationmediatesbetweensenseandreason, but topro－
ducesymbols, itmustbeenergizedbyreason. Theenergyof
reasonisselfcirclingandpermanent,andColeridgecaUsrea-
sonGGfbrmafbrmans'',which,hesavs, :Gcontainsinitselfthelaw

咳'

ofitsownconceptionJ.2)

Reason, inthehighestsenseoftheterm,asthefbcalpointof
theTheoricandPractical,orasbothinOne, istheSourceof
Ideasandconversely, anldeaisaselfaffirmingTruthat
oncetheoricandpractical,whichtheReasonpresents to
itselfasafbrmofitself.

（αル""〃brks6,p.61, f.n.)

Reason,withitsownenergy,canproduceitsownworldofideas
whichitpresents to itselfas ibrmsofitself. Andit is this
selfgroundedfimCtionofreasonthat canbe thebasis of
Coleridge'smethodical thinking, ibrmental initiativemustbe
themind'sownworkingtofindtheleadingideainitself. This
isthefUnctionofreason，but itcanalsobeseenasthenature
ofideas， soideasare (Gnotmerelvfbrmalbutdvnamic''. and

~′ ~ノ ノ

も（everyprinciple isactualizedbyanideaj andeveryidea is
living, productive, partakethof infinity, and (asBaconhas
sublimelyobserved) containth an endless power of
semination''.3) Andnaturallvonlvintheworldofideascan

′ ‘

therebe thepresenceoftheuniversal. Coleridge further
explainsthenatureofanidea:

. that ． ． .whichisaneductofthelmaginationactuatedby
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thepureReason, towhichthereneither isorcanbean
adequatecorrespondent in theworldof the senses-this
andthisaloneis=ANIDEA.Whetherldeasareregulative

only, accordingtoAristotleandKant; or likewiseCON-
STITUTIVE, andonewiththepowerandLifbofNature,
accordingtoPlato,orPlotinus . . ． is thehighestproblemof
Philosophy, . ． ．

(Cb//Fc"し1ﾉbrks6,pp. 1134)

Coleridgebelieves theexistenceoftheworldof ideaswhich
develops independentlyof <Gtheworldofthesenses'' bythe
powerofimaginationactuatedby GGthepureReason''. The
worldofsenses couldonlybethematerialsofideas inthe
producingofsymbolsbyimagination, sotheexpressionofthe
universal intheindividualbysymbolsismadepossibleonlyby
theindependentactivitiesofreasonofpresentingideastoitself.
Thenhowcouldtheworldofideascorrespondtothereality
ofnatureanduniversetomakeknowledgepossible？ Bythe
powerofexpressionofsymbols, ofcourse. Aswehaveseen,
thispower,Coleridge thinks) is basedon lifb, because fbr
symbolstoexpressrealitytheyshouldbeorganicallyunited.
HereinordertoverifVthevaliditvofhisownideaofmethod

~′

ofmental initiative,Coleridgeintroduces lifbas theuniversal
powerofexpressionbysupposingitsbasicelementstobethe
sameas thoseofreason・ Ofthenatureandtheelementsof

reasonColeridgeexplains:

...Reasonistheknowledgeofthelawsofthewholeconsid-
eredasOne: andassuchit iscontradistinguishedfromthe
Understanding)whichconcerns itselfexclusivelywiththe
quantities,qualities) andrelationsof’αγ"“/α灯intimeand
space. TheUnderstanding, therefbre, is the scienceof
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phaenomena, andtheir subsumptionunderdistinctkinds
andsorts,(g'""sand""".) Its filnctions supplytherules
andconstitutethepossibilityofExperience;butremainmere
logicaljbγ加s､exceptasm""""aregivenbythesensesand
sensations. TheReason)ontheotherhand, isthescienceof
the〃""27m/、havingtheideasofOnenessandAllnessas its
twoelementsorprimaryfaCtOrs.

(CO"β‘"〃し伽'km6,pp. 59-60)

Whileunderstandinghasnorealmofactivityofitsownand
mustalwaysbegivenmaterialsbysenses, reasonis fifeeけom
particulars intimeandspace, andcanbethescienceofthe
universal, that is, theknowledgeof the laws of thewhole
consideredasone, fbrithas (CtheideasofOnenessandAllness
asitstwoelementsorprimaryfactors''、Andfifomtheconsider-
ationofreasonrealizedinitshighest fbrm, i.e., religion,Cole-
ridgemusthavebeenledtotheknowledgeoftheessenceoflifb
asauniversalpower.

. . .Reasonas the scienceofAll as theWhole,mustbe
interpenetratedbyaPower, thatrepresentstheconcentration
ofAll inEach apower that acts byacontractionof

~‘

universal truths intoindividualduties, as theonlylbrmin
whichthosetruthscanattainlifbandrealitv. Nowthis is

~l

Religion,whichistheExecutiveofournature, andonthis
account thenameofhighestdignity, andthe symbol of
soverelgnty.

(Cb/"""ﾘｲﾉbγk'6,p.64)

Soinhis T~heoぴげL",aftercriticizingvariousdefinitionsof
lifbgivenbyothersasincomprehensive,Coleridgecouldpresent
hisownideaas lbllows:



14

. . . themostcomprehensivefbrmulatowhichlifeisreducible,

wouldbethatoftheinternalcopulaofbodies,or(ifwemay
venturetoborrowaphrase fromthePlatonic school) the

加加"･whichdisclosesitselffifomwithinasaprincipleof""妙
inthe 77z"". But... 、 I shouldat the same timehave

ジ ノ

borrowedascholastic〃γ7",anddefinedli企a6Jo/""",asthe
principleof.unityin加"""", as farastheibrmer, theunity
towit) isproduced"6 i"""; but 277zi"2"j〃(""皿‘加‘"‘""), I
definelifbas伽が伽‘ゆんq/i""り"“"07z, orthepowerwhich
unitesagivenα〃intoa zfj加〃that ispresupposedbyall its
parts. Thelinkthatconbinesthetwoandactsthroughout
both. willof course、 bedefinedbv the""伽"C1) tO

ﾉ ﾉ ﾉ ~' 一

伽成り〃“〃0"､4）

Forthepresentationof:Gthemostcomprehensivefbrmula'フ of
lifeastheuniversalrealityフ thebasicelementsofthedefinition
shouldnot comefiFomtheJneralizationofexperiences, but
fifomthereasonitselfasthescienceoftheuniversalwhichhas

theideasofOnenessandAllnessasitstwoelementsorprimary
factors.Accordingtohisownideaofmethod,Coleridgedefines
lifbmetaphysicallyandabsolutely)andnotphysically,deliber-
ratelydependingonthePlatonicandscholasticterms.Andas
thosetwoprimary lactorsofreasonarecontradictory, there
developsamediatoryconceptof(Gunity''asatendency, fiFom
whichcomestheideaofthemostgeneral lawofthistendency
ofC6polarity)ortheessentialdualismofNature,arisingoutofits
productiveunity, andstill tending toreafrmit, eitheras
equilibrium, indiHbrence,oridentity''.・ フヲ 5）

Life...weconsiderasthecopula，ortheunityofthesisand
antithesis,positionandcounterposition, Lifbitselfbeingthe
positiveofboth;asontheotherhand, thetwocounterpoints
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arethenecessaryconditionsofthe77zα"枕W".0"J･oi､Lifb.
(Co"Zp"〃〃ﾉbγkJ, I,p.392)

Underthesenecessaryconditionslifbmanifbstsitselfinitsmost
universalibrmasthetendencytoindividuation.AndColeridge
considers eGthedegreesandintensitiesofLife''asconsistingin
6Gtheprogressiverealizationofthistendency''.6) Solifbexpresses
itselfindegreesaccordingtotherealizationofthetendencyto
individuation. Theremustbeaprogressiveorder innature
whichconsists intheintensityoflilb.
OncedeiinedintheworldofideasunderColeridge'smeta-

physicalprerequisites> thisconceptoflifbastheuniversalpower
ofexpressionleadshimtovariousdiscoveriesonman,nature,
andtheuniversewhichcanbe the fbundationofhis cos-
mologicalconstruction.

Conclusion: StructureoftheSubject

Inhis"eoZ)j q/L",accordingtothelawofthetendencyby
whiChlife isdefinedas theuniversalpowerofexpression,
ColeridgetracestheprocessofnaturefomGGtherequisiteand
onlyserviceablefiction''of<GtherepresentationofCHAOSas
onevasthomogeneousdrop''.”l）

Inthissenseitmaybejustified,asanappropriatesymbolof
thegreatfilndamentaltruththatallthingsspringfifom,and
subsist in, theendless strifebetween indiffbrenceand
difference. ThewholehistoryofNatureiscomprisedinthe
speci6cationofthetransitional states廿omtheonetothe
other・ Thesymbolonlyis6ctitious: thethingsigni6edisnot
onlygroundedintruth-itisthelawandactuatingprinciple
ofallothertruths,whetherphysicalorintellectual.
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(Co加妙〃しlﾉb戒J, I,p.401)

Coleridgestartshomthefictionofchaoswhichisprecomposed
eGasonevasthomogeneousdrop''accordingtohis ideaofthe
lawoflifb)andsoisgroundedintruthashis ideaofmethod
aflirms,andwhich,onceestablished, leadstothefindingsofall
othertruths. AndColeridgetraces theprogressofnatureto
CCthat lastwork, inwhichNaturedidnotassistashandmaid
undertheeyeofhersovereignMaster,whomadeManinhis
own image, by superadding selfLconsciousness with self
government, andbreathedintohimalivingsoul''2)Manis
nature's lastworkwhoischaracterizedbvselfLconsciousness

~′

which,withselfgovernment, is superaddedbythesupreme
being. Therelbre:

...inman,asthehighestoftheclass,theindividualityisnot
onlyperfbctedinitscorporealsense,butbeginsanewseries
beyondtheappropriatelimitsofphysiology.

(Cb"2p/'"ﾘｲﾉbrkS, I,p.390)

ThusmanasaselfEconsciousbeingmustbe

theonegreatendofNature,herultimateproductionofthe
highestandmostcomprehensiveindividuality. Thismustbe
theonegreat endofNature, herultimateobject, orby
whateverotherwordwemaydesignatethatsomethingwhich
bears toafinalcausethesamerelationthatNatureherself
bearstotheSupremelntelligence.

(Cbm雄舵W0戒J, I,p.391)

Coleridge'sdefinitionoflifeleadsustothefindingol.manasa
selfconsciousbeingwhereonlyisthepresenceofthesupreme
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being.

ThenwhatisthenatureofselfLconsciousness,andwhatisits

relationtothesupremeintelligence？ Inthe l2thchapterof
Biogmp"αLj"γα7'", fbrtheconstructionof<(theDynamicPhilos-
ophy''plannedasthethirdtreatiseofhisLqg"”んm,Coleridge
enumerates thebasic thesesofthephilosophy. Therehe
proposes (GSUMorlAM''asthelirstprinciple,andheimmedi-
atelytriestoexpress it indiscriminately@<bythewords, spirit,
selfandsellLconsciousness", saying,"Inthis,andinthisalone,
object andsubject, beingandknowing, are identical, each
involvingandsupposingtheother. Inotherwords, it isa
subjectwhichbecomesasubjectbytheactofconstructingitself
objectivelytoitselfbutwhiChnever isanobjectexcept fbr
itself, andonlysofarasbytheverysameact itbecomesa
subject''3) SelfLconsciousnessisnowconsideredtobeidentiCal
withtheactofasubjectofconstructingitselftoitselfinwhich
beingandknowingareidenticalOnceconstructedobjectively,
asubjecthasbecomeanobjecttoitselfjandasubject itselfis
nowinastateofnothingness. Tofillthisstate,asubjectmust
againconstructitselftoitself,andtheprocesscontinuesendless-
1y・ It isonthisprocesswhichcanbeidentifiedwithmental
initiativeor imagination, i.e､, reason'spresentingofideas to
itse胆thatman's creativeactivities, hisknowledge, andhis
existencearebased.

Thenwhat is the relationof selfLconsciousness to the

Supremelntelligence？ Inthe l2thchapteralsoofB"gγ“ん”
〃"rα'"Coleridgeidentifiessubjectwithselfandintelligence,
andconsciousnesswithrepresentation,.consideringintelligence
aJ<exclusivelyrepresentative''.4) SoselfLconsciousnesscanalso
beconsideredastheselfrepresentationofintelligenceinwhich
intelligencebecomesintelligencebytheactofexpressingitselfto
itself. Then:<theeternalactofcreationintheinfinitelAMﾌフ
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inColeridge'sdefinitionofimaginationinthe l3thchapterof
Bi堰γ”〃α〃"γαγi(z canbe identi6edwiththeprocessofthe
Supremelntelligenceexpressingitselftoitself. It isthisprocess
that imagination repeats in the humanmind as self
consciousnessorselfrepresentationofintelligence. Andit is
thisrelationofthehumanmindwiththeSupremelntelligence
thatcouldbethefinalgroundofthemediationbysymbols
betweentheindividualandtheuniversal.

Aswehaveseen,Coleridge'scosmologyofuniversal intelli-
gence is constructedonthebasis ofhis ideaof symbolic
expressionwhichischaracterizedbythemediationbetweenthe
individual andtheuniversal. SoColeridge'sphilosophical
inquiryshouldbeonhowthismediationbysymbols ismade
possible. Accordingtohis ideaofmethodwhichemphasizes
mental initiative,Coleridgetriestomakeclearthestructureof
themindwhichgivessymbolsthispowerofmediation,andhe
6ndsimaginationwhichisidenti6edwiththeactivityofreason
ofpresentingideastoitself.Hethentriestogroundthisactivity
ol,reasonontheuniversalrealitv,andfindslifbastheuniversal

~′幻

powerofexpressionactingbothinnatureandthehumanmind.
Andinthehighestdegreeoflifも, thehumanmindas selfE
consciousness)cantherebethepresenceoftheuniversal intelli-
genceinthefbrmofsymbolicexpression.
Coleridge'scosmological systemcanreallybeseenasbased

onhisideaoflife. Butitshouldnowbenoticedthatthisidea
oflifedoesnotcomefifomtheobservationofnature,butisfifom
thebeginningcomposedmetaphysicalyaccoI･dingtohismeta-
physicalprerequisites, sothat itcanpartakeoftheuniversal
realitV.

~霞

Coleridgeappliedhisownideaofmethodtogroundhis
cosmologicalvision・ Andonlyinhiscosmologicalvisioncould
hefinallygroundhisownideaofmethod.
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