
ReHectionsontheRomanticlmagination
-InSearchoftheMediumbetween

thelndividualandtheUniversal-

I.

TomohigaHirose



ワワ
白~0

ReHectionsontheRomanticlmagination
InSearchoftheMediumbetween

thelndividualandtheUniversal－－－－

I．

TomohisaHirose

ESSAYI.

TounderstandthenatureofRomanticism. thebestwavisto
J ~′

understandthenatureoftheRomanticimagination, because
theimginationiswhattheRomanticsputthehighestvalueon
asthepowerofthemindworkingintheircreativeactivities.
AndtounderstandthenatureoftheRomanticimagination,the
bestwayistomakecleartheimplicationsofthedefinitionof
imaginationinitshighestdignity,whichisgivenbyS.T.
ColeridgeinthethirteenthchapterofhisBjOgmP〃α〃"γαγ”：

The lmaginationthen, I consider eithel、 asprimary, or
secondary. Theprimarylmaginationlholdtobetheliving
PowerandprimeAgentofallhumanPerception,andasa
repetitioninthefinitemindoftheeternalactofcreationin
theinfinitelAM.'）

Fromthisdefinitionwecouldunderstandthattheimagination
worksinitshighestdignityasthepowerofcreationwhichacts
bymediatingbetweenthefiniteandtheinfinite. Thenwhat
doestheimaginationcreatebythisactofmediationフandhow？
Fortheanswerofthisquestion,ColeridgefUrtherconsidersthe
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1maglnatlonas

thatreconcilingandmediatorypower,whichincorporating
theReasoninlmagesoftheSense, andorganizing(as it
were) theHuxoftheSensesbythepermanenceandself
circlingenergiesoftheReason, givesbirthtoasystemof
symbols,harmoniousinthemselves,andconsubstantialwith
thetruths,ofwhichthevaretheco"""07T.2)

ʹ

Theimaginationcreatessymbolsinitsactofmediation, thatis、
themediationthis timebetweenthesensesandthereason

whichisconsideredasessentianvthesameasthatbetweenthe
′

finiteandtheinfinite. Sosymbolsare<Cconsubstantialwiththe
truths、ofwhichthevarethe""伽"0"".

’

Toproducesuchsymbols, theimaginationmustbeenergized
bythereasonwhoseenergyispermanentandselfLcircling. For
ColeridgegivesthereasonacompletelydiHbrentdefinitionfrom
thatoftheEnlightenmentthinkers. Distinguishingthereason
fiFomtheunderstanding,Coleridgesays:

...ReasonistheknowledgeofthelawsoftheWholeconsid-
eredasOne: andassuchit iscontradistinguishedfiomthe
Understanding,whichconcerns itselfexclusivelywiththe
quantities,qualities,andrelationsoflαγ此"呪z"intimeand
space. TheUnderstanding, therefbre, is the sCienceof
phaenomena, andtheirsubsumptionunderdistinctkinds
andsorts, (g'""sandjP'C"). Its fUnctionssupplytherules
andconstitutethepossibnityofExperience;butremainmere
logicaljbrms,exceptasfarasma彫7mZfaregivenbysensesor
sensations.TheReason、ontheotherhand、 isthescienceof

グ

the〃"〃e汀α/,havingtheideasofOnenessandAnnessasits
twoelementsorprimaryfactors.
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(Cb"C"恥称6,pp.59-60)

Whnetheunderstandingdevelopsonlyifmaterialsaresupplied
bysensesandsensations,andtherefbreremainstheknowledge
oftheparticulars,thereasonisthescienceoftheuniversal､that
is, theknowledgeofthelawsofthewholeconsideredasone,fbr
ithasFctheideasofOnenessandAnnessasitstwoelementsor
primaryfactors''.
Throughthisdistinction,Coleridgethought,hecouldover-
comeLocke's ideaofhumanunderstandingandHartley's
associationism,andtherefbresavetheconceptofreasonfifom
theinHuenceoftheEnlightenmentthinkers. ToColeridgethe
reasonshouldfi･omthefirsthavetheelementsofuniversal
character. So:

Reason, inthehighestsenseoftheterm,asthefbcalpointof
theTheoricandPractical,orasbothinOne､ istheSourceof

グ

Ideasandconversely, anldeaisaselfaffirmingTruthat
oncetheoricandpractical,whichtheReasonpresents to
itself;asafbrmqfitself

(Cb"c""""''k'6,p､61．fn.)

It is G:idea3' that thereasonpresentstoitselfasthefbrmof
itself Andthereasonhas thepermanentandselfLcircling
energies, sonaturally ideas are (Gnotmerely fbrmal but
dynamic'',and<Geveryprincipleisactuatedbyanidea; and
everyideais living,productive,partakethofinfinity, and(as
Baconhassublimelyobserved)containthanendlesspowerof
semination''.3)ColeridgefUrtherexplainsthenatureofanidea:

...that...whichisaneductoftheImaginationactuatedby
thepureReason, towhichthereneither isorcanbean
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adequatecorrespondentintheworldofthesenses-thisand
thisaloneis=ANIDEA.Whetherldeasareregulativeonly,
according toAristotle andKant; or likewise CON-
STITUTIVE, andonewiththepowerandLifbofNature,
accordingtoPlato,orPlotinus ． ． ． isthehighestproblemof
Philosophy, ． ． ．

(Co/""〃Wbrks6,pp・ l13-4)

Anideapartakesofinfinity,andis g6onewiththepowerand
LifbofNature'',but ithasnoadequatecorrespondent inthe
worldofsenses・ Sothequestionishowtomediatebetweenthe
worldofideas, thatis, therealitv,andtheworldofsenses， that

′"

is, theworldofphenomena・ Theagentofthismediationis,as
wehaveseen, theimaginationwhich,actuatedbythereason,
educes ideas, andproduces a systemof symbols by"in-
corporatingtheReasoninlmagesoftheSense,andorganizing
(as itwere) thefiuxoftheSensesbythepermanenceand
selfLcirclingenergiesoftheReason''. Sosymbolsthusproduced
musthavethepowerofthismediationinthemselves. Explain-
ingthenatureofsymbol,Coleridgesays:

. . .aSymbol . ． 、 is characterizedbyatranslucenceofthe
SpecialinthelndividualoroftheGeneralintheEspeCialor
oftheUniversal intheGeneral. Aboveallbythetranslu-
cenceoftheEternalthroughandintheTempora1. Italways
partakesoftheRealitywhichitrendersintelligible;andwhne
itenunciatesthewhole,abides itselfasalivingpart inthat
Unity)ofwhichitistherepresentative.

(CMFc"〃〃b宛6，p､30)

AsVmbolmediatesbetweentheindividualandtheuniversal,~thetemporalandtheeternal, thatis,betweenthefiniteandthe
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infinite,andtherefbre(6partakesoftheRealitywhichitrenders
inteUigible''・ Thentheessenseofthemediationbyasvmbolis
theexpressionoftheunseenrealityintheimagesofthesense.
Nowwecouldsee thatColeridge's thinkingaroundthe
mediationby thepowerofthe imaginationcentersonthe
expressionthroughsymbols. Coleridgeconsidersevenreligion
asafbrmofsymbolicexpression,andthatinitshighestdignity:

. . .Reasonas the scienceofAll as theWhole,must be
interpenetratedbyapower, thatrepresentstheconcentration
ofAll inEach-aPower that actsbyacontractionof
universal truths intoindividualduties, as theonlylbrmin
whiChthosetruthscanattainlifbandreality. Nowthis is
Religion)whiChistheExecutiveofournature, andonthis
account thenameofhighestdignity, andthe symbol of
soverelgnty.

(Cb/〃"d〃blfls6,p.64)

Religion is the
individual, and
being. And:

powerof、 expressionoftheuniversal inthe
therefbre is itselfthesymbolofthesupreme

. . . inallagesandcountriesofcivilizationReligionhasbeen
theparentandfbstereroftheFineArts，asofPoetry,Music,
Painting, etc. thecommonessenceofwhichconsists ina
similarunionoftheUniversalandthelndividual. Inthis
union,moreover, iscontainedthetruesenseoftheldeal.

(Cb/"C"""07ks6,p.62)

Nowit seems thatwehavecome tothemost fUndamental
paradoxofRomanticism. It looksasifit isthefineartssuch
aspoetry,music,painting,etc. thatneedreligionastheirpower
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tobesymbolicexpressionswhiChmediatebetweentheuniversal
andtheindividual. Butiffaithisenoughfbrreligiontorealize
thismediation, thereisnoneedofreligiontodependonthe
powerofsymbolicexpression,andnoneedofvariousfbrmsof
symboliCexpressionthemselves.
ThenwhydidColeridgedareconcentratehisconsiderations
ontheimaginationasthepowerofsymbolicexpressionPThis
questioncanbesolvedonlyintheconsiderationoftheRoman-
ticimaginationinthereligiouscontext.

ESSAYII.

Seeingthat themost essential fimctionof theRomantic
imaginationis themediationbetweenthe individualandthe
universal, thefiniteandtheinfinite,andthetemporalandthe
eternal,weunderstandthat theproblemof theRomantic
imaginationshouldalsobeconsideredinthereligiouscontext.
Forit isexactlythismediationthathasbeensupposedtobe
whatshouldbeachievedbyreligion.Thereisinthismediation
somethingbeyondlogical thinkingthatonlyfaithcanaChieve.
TherelationbetweenthefiniteandtheinfiniteisnotanalO-
gousorproportionate.Thereisagapbetweenthemwhichcan
onlybebridgedbywhathasanelementofleapinitspower.
Unlike logicwhichis carriedout stepbystepandnever
permittedtocontaina leap in itsprocess fbr the sakeof
certainty, faithfifomthefirsthasaleapasitsessentialelement.
IflogicisenoughfbrtranCendence, thereisnoneedoffaith,
therefbreofreligion.
Whatmakesmanawareofthenecessityoffaithisnotwhat
canbesolvedbylogical thinking) butwhatcomes fifomthe
fi'ndamentalirrationalityofhumanexistencewhichCanonlybe
realizedasdeepnegativeemotionalstatessuchasanxietyand
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anomie. Thesestatesofmindnecessarilycausethefbelingof
awebefbre somethingbeyondhumanpower, suchas the
absoluteGodortheinfiniteuniverse.

ThestateofmindofthepeopleattheageoftheRefbrmation
isclearlydescribedbyErichFromminhis屍αγ qfF)w伽加
AccordingtoFromm,afterthecollapseofthemedieval social
systemofcommunities, theindividualmustfacetheworldwith
thedeepfbelingofinsecurity,powerlessness,doubt,aloneness)
andanxiety.AndherecomethedoctrinesofLutheranismand
Calvinism,whichfirstgiveexpressiontoandincreasethese
fbelingsandthenoffersolutionswhichenabletheindividualto
copewiththem.
WhatLutherandCalvinemphasize is the fUndamental

evnnessandpowerlessnessofman. FrommquoteswhatLuther
saysaboutSt.Paul'slettertotheRomans:

Theessenceofthisletteris: todestroy, touproot,andto
annihnateallwisdomandjusticeoftheHesh,mayitappear
-inoureyesandinthoseofothers-eversoremarkableand
sincere~ ~ ~ Whatmatters is thatourjusticeandwisdom
whichunfbldbefbreoureyesarebeingdestroyedanduproot-
edfiFomourheartandfromourvainself.')

But thisemphasisonman'sevnnessandpowerlessnesstodo
anythinggoodrevealsusanecessaryconditionofGod'sgrace.
ForCGonlyifmanhumniateshimselfanddemolisheshisindivid-
ualwnlandpridewnGod'sgracedescenduponhim・''2)ThiS
graceisfaithwhichisgiventomanbyGodasthecertaintyof
salvation, that is, thefaithbroughtaboutbytherevelation.
Luther's faithisthecompletesubmissiontoGodwhichcan
onlybebroughtaboutbythefbelingofawecausedbythe
convictionoftheunbridgeablegapbetweenimperfbctmanand
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perfbctGod・ Butthismeansthatthemoreonerealizesone's
sinfi'lness， thesureroneisofthecomingofGod'ssalvation. It
isthisparadoxoffaiththatgivesreligionanelementofleapin
itspowerwhichcanmediatebetweenthefiniteandtheinfinite.
Anditisthisleapthatistheessenceofthemysteryofreligion
whichiscaUedtherevelation.

Thisfaithwhichisbasedonthedeepemotionofawecaused
bytherealizationoftheabyssbetweenthefinitehumanbeing
andtheinfiniteGod， however,hascompletelylost itspower
duringtheageoftheEnlightenment, theageofreason, espe-
ciallvafiertheScientificRevolution.

~ノ

TheEnlightenment ischaraCterizedbythebeliefinreason
andprogress. Byreasononecanaccumulateone'sknowledge
oftheworldgraduaUybut firmly. AsLocke's ideaofhuman
understandingshows, throughexperiencemancanmakeprog-
ress inhisknowledgefiFomhisoriginal stateofthemindof
tabularasa. Inthisfifameworkofthinkingwhichresultsinthe
publicationofencyclopaediathere isnoroomfbr the faith
basedonthefbelingofawewhichcomesfiaomtheconvictionof
humanevilnessandpowerlessness.
TheviewofnatureaftertheScientificRevolutionwaslargely
thatofmechanicaldeterminismwhichwasbasedonthesuccess
ofNewtonianmechanics, andwasprecisely fbrmulatedby
Laplace. ThisuniverseisuniversalydeterminedbyNewton's
lawofuniversal gravitation. Laplacehimselfmechanically
provedthestabilityofthesolarsystem,andthusexpelledthe
adjustinghandofGodfromtheuniverse. Inthisviewof
naturethereisnoroomleftfbrtheroleofGod, especiallyfbr
thatoftheLastJudgement, andtherefbrenoroomfbr the
mysterynecessaryfbrtheleapinfaith.
ThebeliefinprogresswiUnecessarilybringabouttheideaof

theperfbctibilityofman・ThisideawasimpliedinLocke'sview
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ofeducation,wasdevelopedbyHartley'sassociationistpsychol-
ogy,butwasradicanyproposedbyGodwininBritain. Butas
MineOkajipointsout,Godwin'sperfbctibilityremainedthe
perpetual possibilityforperfectionフ that is, the relative
perfbCtibility.3) ThismeansthatGodwinthought itbetterfbr
mantobeintheeternalprogressratherthantobeinthestate
ofperfbction. Godwincouldbeoptimisticaboutman'sfilture
becausehethoughtthatmanneednotbeabsolutelyperfectlike
Godwhodoesn'texist.

DuringtheageofEnlightenmentreligioncouldsurviveinthe
fbrmofdeisminwhichGodissupposedtobetheCreatorwho
implantedlaws innatureat thetimeofcreationbut left it
without fUrther interventions. Andtherewerecases inthe
religious thinkingofthisperiodinwhichGodwas identified
withreason,nature,ornaturallaws.TheseideasofGodcould
weUbeunderstoodbyhumanreason, andwere, therefbre,
compatiblewiththeEnlightenmentviewofnaturerepresented
byLaplace. But fiFomthesereligious ideaswasremovedthe
mostessentialelementofreligion, thatis, thefaithbasedonthe
revelationwhichparadoxicallycomes fromthe fbelingofawe
befbreGodwhoisbeyondhumanreason.
At theendoftheeighteenthcenturyreasonwasalreadyin
seriousdoubt,oritcanbesaidthatthelimitofreasonhadbeen
thoroughlyelucidated. ActuallythisoriginatedinLockewho
deniedthepowerofhumanunderstandingtograspthereal
essencesofthings, andtherefbretoknowtherealityofthe
universe.Asfarasonedependsontheempiricalmethod, there
isnowaytomakeitcertainthatwhatoneknows is thereal
reality・ HerecomesHume's scepticismthecentral ideaof
whichisthatcertaintydependsnotonreasonbutonhabit,and
therefbreremains relative. AndKant's criticismofreason
limitedhumanknowledgewithinthefiameworkofcategories、



36

anddenieditspossibilityofreachingthethings inthemselves.
Whne thereasonof theEnlightenment increasedman's

knowledgeoftheworld,andhispowertocontrolnature, and
therefbreexpeUed fifomtheuniverse themysterywhich is
necessaryfbrthefaithcomingfifomtherevelation, itcouldnot

replacethefaithasthepowertomediatebetweenthefiniteand
theinfinite, theindividualandtheuniversal,andthetemporal
andtheeternal.

Romanticismcannowbecharacterizedbyitspresentationof
variousmediawhicharesupposedtobeabletobridgewhatare
essentiallyunbridgeable. What theRomantics emphasized,
wereimagination, symbol, language, art (beauty), life(organ-
ism),and, inGermany,nation, towhiChweregiventheroleof
thismediation. AndthequestionofwhyamongthOsemedia
theimaginationalwaystookthecentralpositionshouldnowbe
consideredinrelationtothemodernego,orselfconsciousness,

orsubject.
(TobeContinued.)
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