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On the Theme of Toni Morrison’s Tar Baby
Mariko Ohta

Tar Baby is said to be the love story between a beautiful black
woman, molded by white culture, and a black man with a strong loyalty
to his black community. But in this novel Morrison devoted more pages
to describing a white millionaire and his wife who support the black
woman. Why did Morrison describe the white couple’s history so
precisely? Is the couple only the background to the black woman? In

this paper I try to answer these questions and examine the theme of
Tar Baby.





