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The labor movement in Gerfnany was formed by the mid-
nineteenth century. Although it gained a firm foundation by the end
of the century, the movement did not represent the interests of all
the social weaks. It was not until the turn of the century that the
social groups which had been neglected by the existing labor
movement started their own movements. The youth labor move-
ment with which this paper deals was one of such newly formed
movements.

The analysis of the youth labor movement before the First World
War can be divided into two periods, i.e. before 1908 and after. The
former period witnessed-the formation of the new movement. The
labor youths organized themselves and administrated their or-
ganisations autonomously. In this period, the youths were influ-
enced by the left-wing of the German Social Democratic Party
(GSDP) and thus opposed the war-policy of the Imperial govern-
ment. In the latter period, however, the youth movement was
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reformed under the leadership of the GSDP and the labor unions.
This destroyed the autonomy of the labor youths, and resulted in
their support of the war-policy of the government when the War
broke out. Such political inclination was not found among the labor
youths in the previous period. Thus, the aim of this paper is to
analyze the causes of this change of attitude.

Chapter One surveys the youth labor movement before 1908.
Chapter Two explains the rapid expansion of the reformed move-
ment after 1908. The various problems and contradictions
introduced by the newly developed youth movement into the Ger-
man labor movement will be discussed in Chapter Three. In Chapter
Four, such development and contradictions of the youth movement
will be reconsidered in the light of the antagonism between the
German imperial regime and the GSDP.
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