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Beryl Bainbridge, According to Queeney
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[H]e replied and then, in spite of himself, blurted out, ‘Mrs Thrale is an
unusual woman.’

‘How so? Countered Mrs. Williams. ‘In looks or in intellect?’

Had he known aside caution and spoken the words in his head, he
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would have confided that Mrs Thrale had sparkling eyes, narrow
shoulders, penetrating wit, scholarship of the female kind, a favourable
interest in himself and a leakage of milk from her right breast.
Instead he said, ‘James Woodhouse has an impediment of speech, ...’
(p.- 6)
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Even now, as he got to his knees in an attitude of prayer, his body
betrayed him and he experienced a stirring of lust he was powerless to
subdue. Excitement mounting, he conjured up a flurry of skirts, a bulge
of thigh, the exclamation mark of a scar above a pouting lip. As he
gave way to this compulsion, raised hands lowering to pleasure himself,
he discerned that it was not so much madness that disordered him but
rather the human condition. Man’s spiritual self, he reasoned, panting,
trailed far behind the physical.

(p- 82)
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She [Mrs Thrale] met with resistance: no amount of tugging, or
pinching, would budge the child. Face flushed with resolve, Queeney
stared defiantly and tightened her grip about Nurse’s neck. ...Mrs Thrale
would have slapped her into submission but for the lofty presence of
Bennett Langton.
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‘The bond between nurse and child’, he observed unwisely, ‘is often
stronger than one suppose to exist.’
(p-29)
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As to my relationship with him [Johnson], I cannot in all honesty say
that I loved him — he was too large, too variable in mood, too insistent
on the attention of my mother — His was a melancholy disposition, an
affliction shared by his younger brother, who, it is believed, perished by
his own hand. Still, I was fond sometimes, for he exhibited a
remarkable understanding of children and their needs, a quality lacking
in my mother.

(p. 167, italics mine)
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