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JapaneseStudentsandtheProcessApproach

HarryMeyer

Takagi(2001)fbundavarietyofproblemswiththeeducationalenvironment
inJapanregardingtheteachingofEnglishwriting・Fol･example, it is
commonforJapanesehighschooIEnglishteacherstoconcentrateon
grammarandnothavethestudentswriteparagraphs,because:

. . .suchwritingisusuallynotrequiredfol･ theuniversityentrance
exams.Forteachersandstudentswhoareconcemedwiththeentrance

exam(andmostare), thereislittleincentivetoteachandtolearnhowto
wnteparagl･aphsinEnglish('Itikagi,2001).

Aftersurveying25students,whohadlivedinbothJapanandtheUnited
States,TakagifOundthatofthestudentswhotookwritingcourses inthe
U.S., thedifferenceinwritinginstructionwasclearlycontrastedbetweenthe
focusongrammar inJapanandthefocusonorganization, content， and
lengthofpal･agraphsintheU.S.

KobayashiandRinnert (inYasuda,2006:4) fbundthatwritingactivities
wel･egivenmoreemphasis inU.S.highschools, thaninJapanesehigh
schools・Theynotedthat:

...Japanesehighschoolstudentshavefewopportunitiestodevelopthe
academicskillsthat

al・enecessaryfol･writingpapers, suchasevaluatingtheinformation
theyreadandquestioningits accuracyorreliability(I､e. , critical
thinking), andfindinginformationfromoutsidesourcesandincolpo-
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ratingitintotheirarguments(ibid)~

~ThesefindingsaresupportedbyOnada,andTbdayama(Ibid.）

Eventhosestudentswhomayhaveattendedhighschools,whichgave
greateremphasis towriting, arestill likelytoellcounterproblems,as
JapaneserhetoricalpatternsdifferfromthoseofEnglish.Forexample, inan
Englishparagraph, thethesisstatementcomesfirst, inthetopicsentenceat
thebeginningoftheparagraph. InaJapaneseparagraph, thethesisusually
comesattheend. InwrittenJapanese, thereaderhasagreaterresponsibility
tointerpretthewordsofthewriterthaninEnglish､whereresponsibilityfbr
claritvofcommunicationfallsonthewriter.

プ

Japanesestudentsneedtobemadeawareofthedifferencesinwriting
stylebetweenJapaneseandEnglish,andoftheaudiencetowhichtheywere
writing.

TheprocessapprOachpresentsausefulwayofintroducingJapanese
studentstoWestemrhetoricalstyle.

WritingSamples

Thefirst twowritingsamples,wel･ewrittenbyintermediatelevelstudents
taughtprivatelybytheauthor.Bothstudentswereintheirthirtiesandhad
previouslystudiedE11glishatthejuniorandseniorhighschoo] level.They
didnotattenduniversity,butdidbeginstudyingprivatelyonceaweekin
theirlatetwenties.

ThelatterfOurwritingsamples,werewrittenbysecondyearengineermg
students,atasmalluniversityinJapan.Twowritingassignmentsweregiven
to48students.Thesefoul･havebeenselectedasthemosttypicalexamples.
Theassignmentswerekeptshortbecauseofconcernsaboutthelow-levelof
thetwoclassessurveyedandtimerestrictions.
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Aftercorrectingtheseassignments,avarietyoferrorsbecameapparent.

Themostcommonofthesewerepooruseornon-useofarticles,poor

spelling, andconfusionoverthefollowing: singularvs. pluralforms,
countablevs. uncountablenouns, verbconjugation (i.e. is/are),

comparatives,conventions(i.e. @61t's7.95dollarsinsteadofsevendollarsand
ninety-fivecents),capitalization,anduseoftenses.

StudentComposition#1-AdviceForLearningEnglish

Comments:

Thefirstproblemisthatthethesisoftheessayisn'taddresseduntilthethird
paragraph,whereanopinionisgiven.ThisissimilartowhatThkagi(2001)
mentioned.Thoughthethesiscomesinthefirstsentenceofaparagraph, it
doesnotcomeuntilthethirdparagraph,withthefirsttwoparagraphsbeing
anarrativeofthestudent'sEnglishleamingexperienceratherthanpartofan

introductiontothetopic.ThewritingalsoseemstolackfOcusandexpresses

achronologyofthestudent'sEnglishleamingexperienceratherthanan

expressionofopinion(withtheexceptionofthethil･dparagraph)oI
recommendation.

Suggestions:

Thisstudentneedshelporganizingideasinasequentialorderstartingwith
thethesisfollowedbysupportingevidenceandaconclusionmakinga
recommendation.

Arguingthethesisrequiresaprogressionofideasandlinkingbetweenthe
ideasandparagraphstoproducefluidityandcohesion.Theywouldbenefit
fromexercisesdealingwithcorﾘunctionssuchaScmd,仇",bec"Jseetc.
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Westernl･hetoricalstyleneedstobereviewedol･possiblVintroduced.The
studentwouldbenefitfromthepresentationofguidelinesdetailingafOrmula
tofollow,aswellasexamplemodelstoreferto.Peer/teachel･feedbackcould
thenprovidere-enforcementtothestudent.

Peel､feedbackactscriticallyhereaSitremindsthestudentofinfOrmation
pl･esentedbytheteacher.Thewritingofmultipledraftswillhelpre-enfbrce
thoselessons.

StudentComposition#2-MyFavoriteSinger

COmments:

Thetopicthestudenthaschosentopresent istheil･ @favoritesinger.'This
choiceallowsthestudent towriteaboutatopicofinteresttothemselves,
thusincreasingmotivationtowardsthetask.

Thispieceofwritingbeginswithaclearstatement, &myfavoritesingeris
KenHirai,' followedbyaprogressionofideas- initial impression,opinion
ollhisbestCD,astatementonwhytheylikehim’andaconclusion.

Thereareproblemswithgrammal･andlackofcoherence

Suggestions:

Thefbnnatofthiswritingisquitegoodcomparedtomoststudentsofthis
level.Thepmblemsencounteredherewerenotofafbrmulaicnature,butof
agl･ammaticalone.

Thestudentwouldbenefitfrompeerfeedbackregardingthemechanicsof
thewriting.

Aproblemmaybeencounteredinthatthisstudent'speersmaynothavea
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suitablecommandofgrammartomakeusefulcriticism; therefore, the
teachel･willhavetomonitorgeneralpl･oblemsencounteredbythestudents
andtakeappropriatemeasul･estoremedythem.

Onewayofdoingthisistopresentashortlessonononetopicsuchasthe
properuseOfarticlesandconjunctionsfOllowedbypeerreviewbytwoor
threeclassmatesofthesamepieceofwriting.Thismayclearupsome
problems.ThiscouldbefOllowedbyagroupdiscussionwherestudentsmay
clarifyanyoutstandingproblems. Iftheyareunabletodothisinitially, then
theymustconsult theirsources(notes,dictionariesetc.)andreacha
consenSusastowhat iscorrect・ Iftheystillcannotagree, theymaythen
consult theteacher.Thiswaytheteacherplaysaminimalistrole, as
advocatedbyMuncie(2000:49).

Thisexel･cisealsohastheaddedbenefitofraisingconsciousnesstowards
grammaticalissues.
ｰ

StudentComposition#3-IntroducingYOurselftoaPenpal

Comments:

Thisstudelltmakesminorerrors inspelling, oneofthemcommonto
JapanesewritersofEnglish, that istheconfusionbetweell &r' and $1' -
Grivelary' insteadof :library' 、Confusionregardingtheuseofthedefinite
articleisseenwith@watchtheTV' insteadof:watchTV.'

Asidefromtheseriousgrammaticalflaws, thestudentfailstograspany
senseofaudience.Amodel isprovidedtoassistthestudentwithformat,but
whiletheylooselyfollowtheformatprovided, theyfailtoconveythatthey
haveasenseofaudience・ThereisnogreetingtothepenpalAlanandno
conclusioni.e. $howaboutvou?'
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Suggestions:

Thegrammaticalproblemscouldbedealtwithbysupplementalmaterials,
suchascloseexercises.Theseexercisescouldthenbere-enfbrcedthrOugh
wl･itingexercisesandpeerreview.Thisnotonlybenefitsthewriter(i.e.
havingsomeonecorrect theirmistakes),butbenefitsthereviewer, as
correctingtheworkofothersgivesthemtheopportunitytorememberwhat
theyhavejustleamedandapplyit, inotherwordsthisactsasaconsciousness
raisingactivity.
Tbraiseaudienceawarenessstudentscouldbeassignedpenpals inthe

class.Thiswouldprovideanimmediateandrealaudiencefortheml･ather
thanafictionalone.Theirpenpalcouldaskaseriesofquestionsprovided
bytheteacherthrollghafeedbacksheet.Thiswouldhelpthestudentto
understandwhatareasoftheletterneedclarificationandallowthemtomake

thenecessaryrevisionsintheirlaterdrafts.

StudentComposition#4-IntroducingYOurselftoaPenpal

Comments:

Asseeninthepreviouspieceofwritinggrammaristhegreatestconcem,
andcouldbedealtwithinthemannerdescribedabove.

Whilethisstudentdoesat leastaddress theirfictionalpenpal-$Deal･
Alan,' theyfailtomakeapoliteoradequateconclusion-@that'sall.'Asin
StudentComposition#3theyfailtoasktheirpenpalforanyinfOrmation.A
letterisadiscoursebetweentwoormorepeople,andnotsimplyastatement
offacts.Theproblemofaudienceawarenessneedstobeaddressed.The
studentalsoneeds tolearntoconcludealetterproperlyi.e. @takecare, ツ

Gcheers,' :writebacksoon,' orforformalletters-.kindregards,' @best
wishes'etc. <



JapaneseStudentsandtheProcessADDroach
L~ 八八

ワウ
イ0

Suggestions:

Grammarproblemsandraisingaudienceawarenesscouldbedealtwithin
themannerdescribedinthesuggestionsforStudentComposition#3.

StudentComposition#5-PricesinJapan

Comments:

Whilethemodelprovidedfortheassignmentgivesthestudentanexample
ofanintroductioni.e. ､Manythingsaremol･eexpensiveinmycountrythan
intheUnitedStates.Forexample. ． .,' thestudentfailstousethisexample
foranintrodllctionorprovideanalternativeintroduction.Thereisalsono
conclusion、 thoughnoconclusionismodeledintheassignmentandthe
assignmentisofunspecifiedlength.

Thestudentalsodemonstratesavarietyofgrammaticalproblems

Suggestions:

Thestudentwouldbenefitfrompeel･ reviewandperhapsamol･edetailed
model-onewithaconclusion.

Theyalsoneedtoreviewmodalsandothel･grammatical issues・Thiscould
bedoneasoutlinedinthesuggestionsforStudentComposition#3,

StudentComposition#6-PricesinJapan

Comments:

Thisstudentusestheintroductionmodeledintheassignmentandthengoes
ontomakeavarietyofspellingandgrammaticalerrors, .Againwesee
confUsionbetween$1'and<r'withthespellingofelevenas $ereven. ，
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SuggeStions

ThespellingandgI・ammatical errorsmadearecommonforJapanese
studentsandcouldbedealtwithaspel･ thesuggestions inStudent
Composition#3.

Conclusion

Theprocessapproachcouldprovideananswertosomeoftheproblemsof
theeducationalellvironment inJapan．Throughit、westernrhetorical style
withit'semphasisonaudienceawareness, content, organization, and
persuasioncanbeintroducedinacreativeandpel･sonalizedway, thatcan
leadtogreatermotivationandretentionofnewlanguageandwritingstyle.
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Appendixl:AdviceForLearningEnglish

Whatadvicewouldyouglvesomeonewhoasksyouhowtobest leamEnglish？
Trytowriteatleast3paragraphs.
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Thefirst. Iwaslisteningthel･adio,butlcouldn'tcOntinue,Thenext・ Ilisttened
TheCDofStorv・Thatwaslcouldn'tcontinuetoo. Ilikethemovieavervmuch.

ご

Solwatchedmanymovies. Ihadfavoritemovie. Iwatchedthatmanytimes. I
thinkthatisbecomehearinglesson.

Thenext.IwenttotheEnglishclassofcomlnunitycenter・Thatclasshadnative
speakerandJapaneseteacher・Wehadatextbook.AndWehadahomework
everyweeks・Theygaveusthesometopics.Then・Wewerewritingthatandwe
havetospeechfrontofanothel･student.

Ithink.What ismostbestgoodforleamEnglish. Imadeafriendsofnative
speaker. IcouldnotspeakEnglish.But,whenwewenttotheRestraunt,Ihaveto
explainofmenuforthen.TheSomeRestrantdidn'thaveapicture'smenu.Atthat
time. Ihavetotell themmaterial，howtocook, colol･,andtaste.Thatwasgood
studyforme.

IusedtohearingofEnglishlittlebylittle,AfterthatltriedtolistentotheCD.
SometimeStory,SometimetextCD.WhenlwasstartstudyEnglish, Icouldn't
hearing.ButAfterthemanyexperience・MyeargotaccustomedtoEnglishSol
canunderstandmOrethanbefbre.

Appendix2:MyFavoriteSinger

T℃llusaboutsomethingol- someoneyoulikeverymuch･YoLIcanwriteaboLlta
favo'･itebook,TVshOw, singer,actol-,athlete,peto'･somethingelse.Anythingis
okay.Trytowriteatleast3paragraphs.

MyfavoI-itesingeriskenHirai.HeisJapanesemusitian. Iheardhismusicforジ

thefirst timeaboutsevenyearsago.Maybe, Iwasdrivingmycarwhilelistening
FM'･adio.

Heimpressedmeaverybeautifillvoice・Afterthat. IboughthisCDin2000
ThefirstCDwaSsingleCD・Thetittle@6why.'' Iboughta301･4Cdes.
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I thinkthebestCDisnewalbum$GUTABAKA{ ''because. thisCDishis

memorialalbumofT℃nyears.And､ThisCDincleLldnewsinglethenameis.cPOP
STAR.''Hemadethissongforthetotaloftenyearshismusic,velyrightsound,
andllikeamusicvideo.

WhVl likehim？I likehisvolce, liric，andmusic・Hemakingthemusichisself
almost,whenlwassad,Ihaveamusicofhim.whenlwascheerfUl.Ihavemuch
ofhismusic.So･ onlvnotsadsound. onlvnotpowerfill.Hehavemanvkindof

ご~ ご 入~

sound.Sollikehim.

Appendix3:IntroducingYOurselftoaPenPal

Lookattheletterbelow.

June14，2005

DearAlan・Howareyou？
MvnameisThkaakiJimbo.I'mauniversitvSmdent inJapan､ IIovemVclasses,

ゴ ヴ~ △

butl'mverybusy.Igetupat6:30a．m.andeatbreakfast,thenlshave,haveacup
ofcoffeeandreadthenewspaper. I leavemyhouseatabout8:00anddriveto
school. Igetthereat8:30andtalkwithmyfriends. Ihaveclassesfi･om9:10a.m.
to4:15p.m.everyday.OnTuesdaysandThursdaysafterschool,Iworkata
conveniencestoreforafewhours, thenlgohomeandeatdinner. IstlldyMonday,
Wednesday, andFridayevenings, andonweekends. I liketoplaybasketballon
weekends,iflhavetime・Howaboutyou？

Youaregoingtowritealettertoapenpal intheUnitedStates. Hisnameis
Alan. Introduceyourselfbyansweringthesequestions:
Whatdovoudo？Arevouastudent？DovoulikevouI･classes？What，svour

ジ ジ ー ー

favouriteclass?Doyouhaveapart-timejob?Wheredoyouwork?Describeyour
dailyroutlne,Whatdoyoudointhemoming？Whatdoyoudointheaftemoon？
Whatdoyoudointheevening？WhatdoVoudoonweekends？

Ex. 1)
〆

I'mauniversitystudellt､Myclassesaresoso
getupat7:00a.m. andeatbreakfast, thenl
watchtheTV. I leavemyhouseabout8:00

Myfavoriteclass isEnglish. I
brash,haveacupofmilkand
andtraintoschool. Igethere
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about9:30andtalkwithmyfiiends.Everydayafterschool・ Istudyatrivelary
forafewhours,thenlgohomeandeatdinner・And,onweekends.Iworkat
suparmarket.

Ex.2)
DearAlan,Howareyou？
I'mauniversitystudent. I likemyclasses. Igetupat9:00a.m. andeat
breakfast.Thenlwashingfaceandbrashingtooth.Ileavemyhouseatabout
10:35. IhaveclassesfrOmlO:45a.m． to4:15p.m.everyday.Afterschool, I
sametimesgomyfriendshotlsetoplayTVgame. Isametimesstudy
homeworkevening.
That'sall.

Appendix4:PriCesinJapan

Writeanother lettertoyourpenpalAlanintheUnitedStates.Tbl1himabout
pricesinJapanversustheUnitedStates.
Lookatpartllonpage20ofthetextbook(Interchangel-ThirdEd.)~
CompletethechartthencomparepricesinJapanwithpricesintheU.S.

ManythingsaremoreexpensiveinmycountrythanintheUnitedStates.For
example,anewspapercostsonedollarathome・ IntheU.S. it'scheaper. It'sonly
75cents.Acupofcoffeecosts...

Ex. l)
AnewspaperiS75centSintheU.S.
AnewspaperislOOyeninJapan.
U.S.newspaperismorecheaperthanJapan'snewSpaper
Japan'sCDis3000ven
L

U.S.CDis7dollarsand95cents

JapanCDismoreexpensiverthanU.S.
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Ex.2)

ManythingsaremoreexpensiveinmycountrythanintheU11itedStates.For

example,anewspapercostsonedollarathomeU.S., it'scheaper. It'sonly75

cents.Acupofcoffeecostsonedollarathome. IntheU.S・ it'ssame. 1t'sone
dollar.ACDcostserevendollarsathome. IntheU.S. it'smoreexDensive

L

thum. 1t'sseventeenninety-ninedollars・Apaperbackbookcostssixdollersat
home.IntheU.S. it'smol･eexpensivetham､ 1t'ssevenninety-fivedollars.

~


