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Hamlet is a stratification *- it represents
the efforts of a series of men, each making
what he could out of the work of his
predecessors. ?

— T.S. Eliot, ‘Hamlet’, 1919 —
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Dusk — of a summer night.

And the tall walls of the commercial heart of an American city of
perhaps 400,000 inhabitants — such walls as in time may linger as a
mere fable.

And up the broad street, now comparatively hushed, a little
band of six,—a man of about fifty, short, stout, with bushy hair
protruding from under a round black felt hat, a most unimportant-
looking person, who carried a small portable organ, such as is
customarily used by street preachers and singers.?
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The boy moved restlessly from one foot to the other, keeping his
eyes down, and for the most part only half singing.lo)

“That oldest boy don’ t wanta be here. He feels outa place, I can see

that. It ain’ t right to make a kid like that come out unless he wants
to » 11)
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“He' s quite good-looking-and well-mannered, too — about your own
age, I should say, - " 2

“He’ s only a bell-hop in the Union League Club in Chicago, at
present, but a very pleasa_nt and gentlemanly sort of a boy, I will

say. -+ " @
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If only he might venture to talk to her more — to walk home with
her some day from the mill — to bring her out here to this lake on
a Saturday or Sunday, and row about — just to idle and dream with
her.!
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Yet (the camera still unconsciously held tight) pushing at her with
so much vehemence as not only to strike her lips and nose and chin
with it, but to throw her back sidewise toward the left wale which
caused the boat to careen to the very water s edge. And then he,
stirred by her sharp scream, (as much due to the lurch of the boat,
as the cut on her nose and lip), rising and reaching half to assist or
recapture her and half to apologize for the unintended blow — yet
in so doing completely capsizing the boat — himself and Roberta
being as instantly thrown into the water. And the left wale of the
boat as it turned, striking Roberta on the head as she sank and then
rose for the first time, her frantic, contorted face turned to Clyde,
who by now had righted himself'®
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“But this — this —is not this that which you have been thinking
and wishing for this while —you in your great need? And behold!
For despite your fear, your cowardice, this — this has been done for
you. An accident — an accident —.an intentional blow on your part
is now saving you the labor of what you sought, and yet did not
have the courage to do! ¥
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